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Continued from Nao. 12. 

of law; and so are the funds of the Unived States, 
which the Constitution says must be under the con- 
trol of law. A Bank that refuses payment is not 
more likely to pay public than private claims. If 
you make yourselves partners with such an institu- 
tion, you must take the conscquences fairly. The 
whole object of the amendment is to take the 
affairs, and put them under the control of law. 
Why should they be left with those who misma- 
nage? When has any remedy against banks 
proved effectual? There was no other way but to 
wind them up bya law they cannotevade. He 
repelled the idea that the stockholders would be in- 
jared; they would be injured more by letting the 
directors who manage their stock go on. Ali the 
sympathy is for banks and stockholders; none for 
the poor and oppressed creditors. 

The question being then taken on the adoption 
of the amendment, the vote stood as follows: 

YRAS—Messis. Ailen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, 
Link, McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Se- 
vier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, Woodbury, Wright and Young—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bavard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Huntington, Ker, Mangum, Merrick, Mil- 
ler, Morehead, Porter, Prentiss, Presion, Simmons, 
Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, White 
and Woodbridge—25. 

Mr. WRIGHT said as the amendment had fail- 
ed, he would wit!.draw the second, dependent on it. 

The second amendment was then withdra #n. 

Oa motion to adjourn, some dissent appearing, 
acount was made, and there appeared for the mo- 
tion 21, against it 20. So the Senate, at 34 o’clock, 
adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Turspay, July 13, 1841. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- 
proved. 

Mr. WISE desired to be'nformed whether the resc- 
lution presented by the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts (Mr. Apams] yesterday, in relation to tie 
amounts of stocks :ssued by the several States, &c. 
had been received. He (Mr. W.] perceived it was 
on the journal. 

Tne SPEAKER said ithad been received by 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. WISE moved that the House resulve it- 
selfinto Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, on the naval biils. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON hoped that th: House 
would proceed with the usual morning business. 

And the question being taken on the motion of 
Mr. Wisr, and vote stood, Ayes 60, nocs not 
counted. 

But it was evident that no quorum was pre- 
Sent. 

Mr. WISE said he would waive his motion for 
the present. 

The SPEAKER was proceeding to call the com- 
mittees in their order for reports. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved that the call be dispensed 
with, in order to enable the gentleman from New 
York Mr. (Mr. Bowne] to proceed with his re- 
marks on the McLeod case. 

Which motion was referred. 

Mr. MALLORY suggest:d that no business 
could be done in the absence of a quorum. 

_Mr. BIDLACK said he desired to present a pe- 
tition. ° 

The SPEAKER said it would not be in order to 
= SO except by the unanimous consent of the 

ouse, 


hen BIDLACK inquired when it would be in 
Order, 

Tae SPEAKER said on Monday next. 

Mr. BO WNE then took the floor. 
_ Mr. ADAMS addressed an inquiry to the Chair 
: relation to the resolation offered by him yester- 
ay. 
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TUESDAY, JULY 20, 1841. 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON said that if the House 
notresume the consideration of the resolution in 
relation to the case of McLeod, he would claim 
priority of a resolution heretofore offered by himself 
in relation to removals from office, over the resolu- 
tion of the gentleman from Massacbuseits. 

Mr. DAWSON intimated that he had an impor- 
tant amendment to offer to the resolution of the 
gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Cave Jonnson. } 

Toe House resumed the consideration of the 
following resolution heretofore offered by Mr. J. 
G Froyn: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re 
quested (o inform this House, ifnot incompatible with the pub- 
lie interest, whether any officer of the acmv or the Attorney 
General of the United States has, since the 4th March last, been 
directed to visit the State of New York for any purpose con- 
nected with the imprisonment or trial of Alexander McLeod; 
and, ifso, to communicate to this House copies of the instruc- 
tions to, and report of, such officer; and whether, by any Exe- 
cutive measures or correspondence, the British Government 


has been given to understand that Mr. McLeod will be released 
or surrendered. 


Mr. BOWNE, who was entitled to the floor, 
spoke the hour allotted by the rules of the House, 
in answering his colleagues, [Messrs. Hunt and 
Linn,} who had preceded him in the debate on the 
subject, and in stating the facts of the case, and 
arguing upon them. [We hope to be able in a 
few days to publish Mr. Bowne’s speech at length, 
in the Appendix to the Congressional Giche.} 

Mr. YOUNG of New York then obtained the 
floor, and said that he would either proceed with 
his remarks during the few minutes of the moin- 
ing hour that yet remained, or he would waive his 


| sight until 'o merrow morning 


Mr. WISE moved that the House resolve itself 
into Commitiee of the Whule on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD requested Mr. Wise to 
withdraw that motion, to enable the House to take 
up and act on the bill (heretofore reported from the 
Committee of the Whole on the otate of the Union, 
with certain amendments) making provision for 
pauper lunatics in the District of Columbia 

Mr. WISE said he would cheerfully waive his 
motion for the purpose indicated, if there would be 
no debate. 

The House then took up the bill making further 
provision for maintenance of pauper lunatics in 
the District of Columbia; the question being on 
concurring with the Committee of the Whole on 
the State of the Union in their amendments, and 
ordering'the bill to a third reading. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved the previous ques- 
tion. 

And there wes a second. 

And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. 

The amendments made in Committee of the 
Whole were then concurred in—and the bill was 
ordered to a third reading at this time. 

And the bill baving been read a third time, and 
the question being on the final passage thereof — 

Mr. EASTMAN asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and, being taken, were—yeas 114, 
nays 45. 

So the bill was passed. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication frem the Secretary of the Treasury, 
iransmitting a communication from the Secretary 
tary of War, in relation to the additional esti- 
mates of appropriations required by that Depart- 
ment. 

Mr. FILLMORE supposing, he said, that the 
communication related to the fortification bill, 
moved it be referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and be 
printed. 

Which motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
communication for the information of the Hovse, 
in the form of a. report from Mr. Hassler, on the 
subject of the standing weigh's and measures. 

On motion of Mr. MORGAN, the communi- 


cation was laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed. 
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NAVY PENSIONS. 
The House, on motion of Mr. WISE, resolved 


| jlself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 


the Union, (Mr. Apams of Massachuset's, in the 
chair,) and took up the following bill, which was 
read: 


A BILL to provide for the payment of Navy Pensions. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America tn Congress assem 
bled, That the sum of one hundred and thirty-nine thousand 
six hundred andl sixty-six dollars and six cents is hereby ap 
propriated, to be paid out ot any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, for the payment of pensions and half 
pay chargeable on the navy pension fund. 


Mr. WISE, in expianation of the grounds of the 
bill, referred to the report of the Secretary of the 
Navy, aud also to the report of the Commissioner of 
Pensions. Ele stated that the public faith was pledged 
under the Nay pension act of 1800 for the payment 
of this money, but the Navy Pension Fund, as 
every body knew, had besn exhausted, without just 
blame, so far as he knew, to any body. Tae laws 
iu relation to this fund were numerous and in great 
confusion; the entire system called for revision, and 
it Was the purpose of the Commissioner to go tho- 
roughly into it and digest a general law in con- 
formity to the true intent of the act of 1800; but 
there was no time to do this now, if, indeed, it would 
be strictly within the rule recently agreed upon in 
rela'‘ion to the present exira session to do 0, 

Mr. McKAY considered this as proper a time as 
any toamend these laws. The lawcf 1837, ia an 
e<pecisl maoner, ca led for immediate repeal; iis 
repeal had the House last session; the measure was 
equaily propernow. Mr. Mcik. wished to offeran 
amendment, but would not press it unless clearly 
within the rule. He called the House to some of 
the existing defects in thatlaw. It gave pensions 
to navy officers who were in the reception of full 
pay. Acommodore would receive his four or five 
thousand dollars a year, and at the same time be 
drawing a heavy pension from Government. This 
was clearly wrong. He would not give the amend- 
ment a retrospective character, but he would pre- 
vent such a state of things for the future. The 
pension, too, was reckoned back to the death or dis- 
ability on accountof which it was granted, so that 
widows in some cases drew at once arrears of pen- 
sion running back for forty years. This held out 
a great temptation to perjury. Mr. K. contended 


| that the pension ought to run only from the date of 


the completion of the testimony uniter which it was 
claimed. And worse than all, the bill allowed a 
pension to the families of all who died in the ser- 
vice, though not in battle, nor from wounds. 

Mr. McK. offered an amendment, limiting, to a 
certain extent, the operation of the penvion law, 
and providing for the repzal of the act of 1837 after 
the first day of January next. 

Mr. WISE said the committee were fully 
aware of the defects of the existing laws, as their 
report would show; but there was not time new to 
go into a revision of them. He called for the read- 
ing of the report from the Naval Committee, ac- 
companying the bill. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON supported the amend- 
ment. He hoped it would not be deferred till ano- 
ther session. The same argument for delay had 
been urged the last session, aud he presumed would 
m et them again, should the subject be postponed 
to the regular session. He dwelt with warmth on 
the abuses growing out of the operatiog of the law 
of 1837, and the vast amount of money improper- 
ly drawn from the Treasury onder its provisions, 
and utterly contrary to the spirit and meaning of 
the act of 1800, by which the navy pension fund 
had been originally created. He denied that the 
faith of the Government, under that act, was 
pledged for the payment of the money now asked 
for by the bill; it was pledged only to officers and 
se@fmen wounded in the survice, and not to the 
wives or chil‘ren of those who had died of no 
wound. He admitted that the bill, however, onght 


to pass, bat he hoped the amendmeat would be 
added. 


Mr. TILLINGHAST said this was only a re- 
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newal of the same a'iempt which had been made 
at the last session, and which had resulted in the 
repeal of the bill. He contended that the appre- 
pration was required to redeem the public faith, 


which had been pledged when the United Sia'es | 


took to its own care this pension fund, raised from 


| 
j 
| 


| 


the prize money earned by our gallant tars. Ifthe || 
law of 1837 were repealed, some substitute mast | 
be provided, and on this there would probably be | 


great difficulty in getting the committec to agree. 
He hoped the amendment would not be pressed, 
and doubted if it were in order. 

Mr. McKAY offered to withdraw his amend- 
ment, if the chairman of the Naval Commitice 


(Mr. Wise] would assure him that he would amend | 


the bill so as to prevent any officers from enjoying 
both pay and pension. 

Mr. WISE thought, after what had been stated, 
that it was unreasonable to ask him to go into 
amendments tothe bill. Besides, should he offer 
such an amendment as the gentleman asked, it was 
by no means certain it would be agreed to by the 
House. Mr. W. was inclined to doubt the correct- 
ness of its principle, and others might do the same. 
The pension was for wounds or meritorious acts 
past; the pay was for present service. He could 
not consent to go into the field of amendments now; 
he was not prepared for it. A!i he now asked wa. 
means to supply an aciual deficit, and to pay what 
was actually due, or soon would be. 


Mr. TILLINGHAST said that the bi!l oucht 
not to be loaded with amendments to endanger 


4| 


and perhaps destroy it, whether the gentleman from | 
Virginia did or did not stipulate as was requested. | 


That bad nothing to do with the matter. ‘the 
Naval Cemmitice had instructed him to report the 


bill as it stood, and he had no authority to move | 
to amend it save by consent of the commivee. | 


Mr. T. renewed the expression of his doubts as to | 


the amendment being in order, and his fears that 
it might shipwreck the bill. 


Mr. CALHOUN considered the amendment as 


unnecessary. The gentleman from North Carolina || 
admitted that the bill ought to pass,and there would | 


be time enough to revise and amend the laws be- 
fore January next, to which time this bill would 
operate. He coincided in the opinion which had 
been expressed as to the character of the law of 
1837: it was one of the most improvicent and 
reckless acts that ever had passe! under this Go- 
vernment, and more money had been drawn under 
its sanction from the Treasury in asingle year 
than had been under all the pension laws for forty 
years; bunt the amendment was of a nature to je- 
quire much consideration. And why attempt that 
in the midst cf a Committee of the Whole House, 
on which the Naval Committee were occupied in 
their committee room with so much better oppor- 
wnity for due examination and reflection? Here 


it now, and at the next session go into a general 
dill. 


Mr. HOLMES contended that the amendment 
was notin order. The present bill rested on that 


| 
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CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





Mr. KING took an appeal, which he briefly ar- || been raised as at presen’; all were agreed that this 


gued, as did Mr. WISE; when, 

The question beng put on sustainios the Chair, 
the ayes w.re 39, the noes 50. No quorum 
yong. 

Mr. KING withdrew his appeal. 

Mr. FILLMORE wished to unders‘and whether 
the bill was for pensions accruing under the law of 
1827? 

Mr. WISE replied and explained. 

Mr. MALLORY supported the amendment, and 
recited many cases of griss abuse under the law. 
Officers who were in the receipt of salaries of from 
three to five thousand dollars had received arrears 
of pension in 1837 to the tune of ten thousand dol- 
lars. He did not wish snch a law to continue in 
force for six months longer, and therefore he was 
for repealing it now: a greater legislative abuse 
had never been perpetrated, and it ought to be 
brought to an end as soon as possib'e. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL opposed the amendment. 


| He admitted the abuses under the act of 1837, but 


s'ill contended that the amendment repealing it, 


| and proposing also other provisions, was a fair 


subject of discussion. The fund was a noble one, 
and should be continued through all time; buat it 
had been exhausted, chiefly by one improvident 
law, end the faith of the Government was pledged 
for its restoration. This must be done, not only 
for the national hnnor and the benefit «f those now 
living, but for the sake of the naval service in time 


| tocome. In the mean time pensions were due on 


regular certificates, and ought to be provided for. 
Objectionable as the law of 1837 might te, it 
should not be repealed in a light and has'y and in- 
considerate manner, nor at all until notice had 
been sent to those concerned. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON though the d-bate most 
extraordinary. All agreed that the hill ought to 
pass, and all admitted that the bi'l of 1837 was a 


_ bad act, and oughtto be repealed at some time. 


Yet they refesed to act, ard seemed to want the 
law tocontinue. Next session the same song 
would be heard, and ihen more money would be 
asked for. 

Mr. BURNELL said he was a member of the 


| National Committee, and considered it bis duty, 
under the very extraordinary attack which had 
_ been made upon the bill, to say something in its 


defence and that of the commitice who had report- 
edit. The question wasa simple one. All ad- 
mitted thatthe public faith was pledged for the 
payment of these pensions: $140,000 was needed 
to meetthem. Did any gentleman object to the 
appropriation? He believed there was none; but 


then a gentleman rose and moved an amendment 
| witha long stiing of measures which it was im 


possible now to leok into, and which proposed, in 
fact, to do that which the chairman of the commit- 


. | tee had just declared would be out i 
was a deficit for moneys justly due: Jet us supply || J : ot See pene 


to accomplish during the present session. Kt was 
a proposal to transfer the action of a standing com- 


| mittee on a most diffieult and complicated subject, 


of 1837; and an amendment to repeal that bill | 


was inconsistent with this, and so not in order. 
It was ike moving a corollary first, and the theo- 
rem on which it depended afierward. Mr. H. 
eoafirmed the trath of the statement of the chair- 
man, that the Jaws in relation (o this fond were in 
utter confusion. Mr. H. whenon the Naval Com- 
mittee, had studied with a view to comprehend 
them, but had given it up. He thought that the 
widows of our officers and gallant tars shou'd not 
prematurely and without an bour’s notice be de- 
prived ata blow of their dependence for suppor: 
they ought to have such notice as might give them 
at least some opportunity to provide for the change 
in their condition. 

Mr. KING made the same point of order, viz: 
that the amendmeat was out of order; and calied 
on the Chair to decide. 

The CHAIR (occupied by Mr. Apams) decided 
that, according to parliamentary law, the amend- 
ment would be out of order; but, according @> a 
decision of the House at the last session, it was in 
order; and, on that authority, he decided the 
amendment to be in order. 


to the Committee of the Whole House. Why 
take such a responsibility when the committee told 
the House that they were engaged on the subject 


| and were maturing a general and coraprohensive 


| bill? If gentlemen thought the subjsst ought to 


be investigated and reported on at the prescnt ses- 
sion, there was but one course to pursue, and that 
was to recommit the bill with instructions. Whose 
rights were they passing upon? The tights of wi- 
dowsand orphans of cur gallant naval heroes. 
Yes: it was their rights which gentlemen now pro- 
posed to cast upon anocean of uncertainty. Should 


| one of the victims inquire of them when they 


| 
| 
| 
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went home, what have you done; and why did you 
take my bread away? they would be unable to an- 
swer to her, to their co: science, or to their God. 
How long would this session last? 

Mr. B. referred to conversations in the commit. 
tee, and said that the subject had been placed par- 
ticularly in the hands of his friend before him, 
[Mr. Catuoun;] and, after further remonstrating 
on the impolicy and unfairness of urging the 
amendment at this moment, expressed his hope 
that it would either be postponed or rejected. 

Mr. STEENROD said that, when the subject 
had been up last session, the same difficulty had 


$140 000 should be paid; that the law of 1899 
should be held sacred; and that that of 1837 was 
the ect by which the former law had been killed, 
Was it no! plain what should be their course? If 
the law of 1800 was to be held sacred, then repeal 
the law of 1827. Postpone other questions 4jj| 
they could be agreed ov; but put an end to this 
abominable statu'e. 

Mr. McKAY declined going into the general 
subject of the obligation of the Government to 
make good the deficitin the Navy pension fund, 
He was willing the money should be granted, but 
the amendment was the fruit of the labors ofa 
most able committee of the Senate, after a delay of 
two or three years, and it had been accompanied 
by one of the best reports he ever read. The law 
of 1837 was a violation of the whole spirit and in- 
tent of the pensien fund, and should not be suffered 
to exist for another hour. 

Mr. MALLORY here moved to amend the 
amendment offered by Mr. McKay by sirikin out 
all of itsave that clause which went to repeal the 
act of 1837. 

Mr. WISE made a reply to a query of Mr. Fitt- 
morg; but, as usual, with his back to the Reporiers, 
to whom it was incomprehensible. He was un- 
derstood to explain for what pensions the money ia 
the bill was asked for; to repeat his former explana- 
tion as to the confusion of the laws, and the ex- 
pectation of the commitire to have a general law 
matured previously to the Ist of January next. 


Mr. CLIFFORD carnes:!y supported the amend- 
ment. Hewasforactionnow. ‘Ihe necessity and 
propriety of the repeal had not been denied by 
any one. Why defer it till next session? He 
trusted gentlemen would not be frightened by the 
tone cf the remarks of ‘he gentleman {rem Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr. Bornety;}] Mr. C. was not. 
Though they might net be able now to maturea 
system, there was one thing they could wo, and 
that was, repeal the law of 1837, and fall beck on 
the laws as they had cxisited previously. He ap. 
prehended no danger of injustice ‘o orphans and 
widows, knowing ashe did the charac er of that 
committee of the Senate who had draugh'rd the 
amendment in the first instance. He should pre- 
fer excluding from it the revenue cutter system. He 
was not for extending the system of pensivns, nor 
was he opposed to the sys‘em itself; but onlyto the 
operation of the most extraordinary and unpa- 
ralleled statute it was now proposed to repeal. 


Mr. TILLINGHAST opposed the amendment, 
If the law was repea'ed, there must be a substi- 
tute for it, and those provided in the amendment 
needed revision and modification. Congress might 
have made great mistakes in passing that,bi!l, but 
it was not to be supposed that they acied al og: ther 
Without reason; and it weuld not do to say that 
when the law was passed no grievance exisied 
which it proposed to remedy. There were, un- 
der the 4th section of the law of 1837, a variety 
of pensious granted, all of which would be thrown 
aside should ihe amendment prevail. They had 
been granted as an encouragement to men to enlist 
in the naval service; they constituted, in fact, a 
part of the compensation on which a man calcu: 
lated on entering the public naval service of his 
country; and it was a form of compensation 
the most gratifying of allothers toa brave and 
generous man. 


Mr. WARD, before he voted to repeal the law 
of 1837, wished better to understand its provisions, 
and he called for the reading of the statute. 


It was read according!y. 

Mr. W. said that he was ready to go as far as 
to pension those, wheiber in the |:ndor naval ser- 
vice, whv had been actually wounded in the ser- 
vice, or to pension those, whetherin the land or 
naval service, or to pension the wives of those 
who had died in battle. He was constrained, as 
far as he now saw, to vote for the repeal. 

The question now recurring on (he amendment 
offered by Mr. Mattory, viz: to strike out all the 
amendment moved by Mr. McKay, save the re- 
peal of the law of 1837— 

Mr. MALLORY explained at some length the 
reasons for the amendment; and “ 
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Mr. McKAY thereupon consented to accept it 
as a modification of his amendment. 

And the question now being on the amendment, 
as modified— 

Mr. MALLORY went into some further state- 
ments as to the effects of the law of 1837. A 
man who had entered on board a man of war, 
wwenty years ago, and served but one month, died 
to-day, and his widow and children were instantly 
enti'!ed to demand his pension for twenty years 
pack, and it could not be refused. Snoulda law 
like this remain on the statute book? 

The question being now put, the amendment was 
agreed to: Ayes 70, noes not counted. 

“So the law of 1837 was repealed. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON now offered an amend- 
men, providing, in substance, that no officer 
should receive, including his pension, a sum 
to exceed the full pay of his grade in the 
Navy. 

Mr. McKAY wished to substitute an amend- 
ment, deciaring that, while he received any pay from 
Government, a maocould draw no pension. 

Mr. WISE remonstrated. Gentlemen had now 
succeeded in repealing the law of 1837. Mr. W. 
had no objection: so be it: but now let them have 
paticnce till the Naval Committee had time to ex- 
amine the laws thoroughly, and digest a general 
statute covering the whole subject. He reflected 
with some Severity on the pertinacity of gentlemen 
who had scarcely read a Jaw onthe subjec’, in in- 
sisting on perfecting the system by amendments 
here. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON replied with equal tartness, 
and without pretending to know near as much as 
Mr. W. insisted that he could put down English 
words which should repeal a provision he wanted 
io see done away with: there was no need ofa 
learned lawyer to teach him bow to do that. 

Mr. WISE rejoined and explained, (taking care 
to place himselt so thatthe Reporter had to go 
round to the other side of the House before he 
could hear five words of what was said.) Hecou!d 
not obtain the knowledge of laws by instinct, nor 
had he an instinct which deteeted all the errors in 
astatate without examination, whatever other gen- 
Uemen might have. The gentleman had stated 
some very evil consequences of the existing pension 
laws: but Mr. W. had seen things much worse. 
He had once sat with the widow of Com Henley 
on one side of him, and the widow of the gallant 
Lawrence on the other—the one entitled by law to 
receive a pension of 31,160 a year, while the relict 
of him whuse dying words were now the proverb 
of freemea—‘‘don’t give up the shi»”—received 
bat $600. They were both desirous ef an amend- 
ment to the law, which sheu'd prevent such ine- 
quali'y. The question befcre ihe House had been, 
whether the $600 widows should be raised to $1,100 
or the $1,100 widows cat down to $600; and in the 
up:car and confusion of an adjournment of Con- 
gress, both questions had been jeft unacted upon, 
and the laws still stood as they had done; and he 
saw the widow of Lawrence depart from the Hall 
of the Representatives of this nation, for whom her 
husband had died, wringing her hands in anguish 
and bathed in tears, 

Mr. W. had not at present, nor had the Com- 
missioner, nor had the gentleman from Tennessee 
[Mr. Jonson] sufficient knowledge to rectify the 
evils of the system. They should wade through 
the whole subject before next session, and then be 
prepared to propose a general remedy. 

Mr. ARNOLD said he had- been in the habit of 
voung for pensions always. He had the disposi- 
tion to do so now; but he was groping in the dark. 
He was afraid of doing injustice to widows and to 
orphans, and be therefore rhould be elad of a de- 
Jay of two or three days for inquiry. With that 
view, he moved that the committee rise. 

Mr. WISE opposed the motion, and said that, 
although he professed a want of knowledge on the 
general subjeec', he was quite prepared to answer 
any inquiries touching this bill. 

Mr. ARNOLD, after some conversation, agreed 
to waive his motion. 

Mr. BURNELL further opposed ths amend- 
ment. It bad been said that gentlemea could not 
agree, but he thought they were agreed as to pass- 
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ing this bill. Nobody denied that the faith of the 
Goveinment was plecg d to pay these pensioners. 
What need, then, to postpone for the sake of gain- 
ing further information? How was it to be done? 
Was each gen'lemaa te go home and read over all 
the pension Jaws, and then come here and report 
to one another the results of their inquiries? He 
presumed not. Yet, to come to any conclusion 
worthy of that House, such an investigation must 
be made. How could this be done now, and why 
must it be done a! this session? The further gen- 
tlemen went, the greater would they find their dif- 
ficulties. He hoped the question wou'd be taken 
and the bill passed. 

The question being taken on the amendment, it 
was agreed to—yras 64, noes 62, 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Connecticut moved to 
amend the bill so as to require that the existing 
pensions to widows and children of officers and sea- 
men should be continued for five years, as though 
the law of 1837 had not been repealed. 

Mr. W. ob-erved, in support of the amendment, 
that it was the same ia substance which had 
passed the Senate in 1840, providing $60,000 for 
the children, and $100,000 for the widows, annu- 
ally. This would meet and relieve such a case as 
that of Mrs. Lawrence, Mrs. Perry, and others. 
The naked repeal of the law would strip them all, 
without any notice or opportunity of preparation. 
He trusted no gentleman would refuse such a pro- 
vision as was proposed by the amendment. 

Mr. McKAY said the effect of such an amend- 
ment would be to postpone ihe repeal of the law of 
1837 for five years. 

Mr. WILLIAMS said it would only have that 
effect as to those who now received pensions. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON thought it would act very 
unequally. The pensions of some were nearly out, 
those ef ethers had just commenced. 

The question being put, the vote stood—yeas 40, 
noes 56. No quorem. 

Mr. WILLIAMS withdrew the amendment. 

And the bill was then laid aside, to be reported 
to the House. 

On motion of Mr. WISE, the committce then 
took up the following bill: 

A BILL making an appropriation for the purchase of naval 
ordnance and ordnance stores, and for other purposes. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United Siates of Americuin Congress assembled, That 


the sum of six hundred thousand dollars be paid out of any mo- 
neysin the Treasury not otherwise appropriated for the pur- 
pose of purchasing ordnance and ordnance stores, fur the use of 
the navy of the United States. 


Sc. 2. And be it further enacied, That the Secretary of the 
Navy is hereby authorized to apply a part of the sum herein 
and hereby appropriated, not exceeding fifty thousand dollars, 
to the purpose of making experiments to test the value of im- 
provernents in ordnance, in the construction of steamers and 
other vessels of war, and in other matters connected with the 
naval service and the national defence; and also to the pur 
pose of defraying any charges left unnaid, on arcount of expe- 
riments of the like character heretofore made by authority of 


law. 


Mr. WISE (as the authority onder which this 
bill was reported) referred to and read a certain 
porticn of the report of the Secretary of the Navy, 
which invites the particular aifention of Congress 
to the considerati n of the subject; and, also, that 
portion of the report of the Board of Navy Com- 
mi-sioners which treats on the same subject. 

The Secretary of the Navy (Mr. W. was undere 
stood to say) had recommended only one-third of 
the amount contemp!ated in the latter document. 

Mr. W. wished to be permitied to siy that one 
reason why the navy ordsance was so dificient as 
it heretofore had been, was, that the Board of Na- 
vy Commissioners had ordered the casting of what 
were termed medium guos, which had been found 
tofally inadequate to the service. He would not 
go into a description of these guns, but he was un- 
dersiood to say that such was their construction 
that they got hot so soon as to render our own 
men afraid of the explosion of their own guns. 

Independent of this mal-constraction of the 
guns, there was a necessity for a very large appro- 
priation for ordnance. If we were to go to war, 
our navy, small as it was, was wholly deficient in 
proper armament. He hoped that no difficulty 
would arise on this first section. 

As to the second section, there were so many 
improvements daily making, so many experiments, 
some of which had been made known to the Com- 
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mittee on Naval Affaus—this section authorized 
ihe application of a portion of the amount appro- 
priated by this bill, and which was not to exceed 
fifty thousand dollars, to be left as a fund for mak- 
ing experiments in relation to the conustruction of 
vessels of war and ordnance. He hoped no ob 
jection would be made to the section. 

Mr. McICAY asked the Clerk to read the rale 
suspending the action of all committees on all sabd- 
jects not embraced within the message of the Pre- 
sident, 

Which was read. 

Mr. WISE said that the message of the Presi- 
dent expressly called the altention of Congress to 
the report of the Secreiary of the Navy. That 
report embraced three especial subjects: first, the 
navy pension fund; secondly, a hume squadron; 
and thirdly, ordnance and ordnance stores. 

Mr McKAY did not desire, he said, to raise 
any captious objections on points of erder. Bat 
he thought it was important, inasmuch-as this rale 
was adopted with great caution, and as the action 
of the committees had been suspended, except such 
as were referred to in the President’s message, that 
the proceedings of the House should exhibit some 
conformity to the requisitions of that rule. He 
would call attention to that part of the Piesident’s 
message which spoke of the report of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. The rule, he repeated, sus- 
pended all action except on subjec s embraced im 
the President’s message. It did not say on allsub- 
jects that were embraced in the messace or in the 
accompany ing reports or documents /rom the Heads 
of Depariments. The language of the rule was 
not at all as brdad as that. Its language was re- 
stricted; it was restricted to a'l subjects except 
those embraced in the Presiceni’s message. Now, 
how far was the report of the Secretary of the 
Navy referred to?) It was, to be sure, referred to 
specifically, but how far? 

Tne CHAIRMAN here interposed, and asked 
Mr. McKay if he made a point of order? 

Mr. McKAY said, not exactly. 

Mr. WISE. Is it nota fact that the report of 
the Secretary of the Navy is as much a part of the 
message of the President as any paragraph. under 
his own signature? 

The CHAIRMAN said the motion made by the 
genileman from North Carolina [Mr. McKay] was 
no! in order. 

Mr. McKAY taid he had made no motion. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON desired to ask the 

chairman of the Commitee on Nival Affairs 
[Mr. Wisk] what amount of money was appro- 
pria‘ed at ihe last session of Congress to these ob- 
jects? 
Mr. WISE said nota dollar. Nota dollar had 
been appropriated to these purposes since he had 
been in Congress. So neglected bad the Navy 
been, thal appropriations for tts increase and im- 
provement nad not been treated like recommeu- 
dations of a similar character from the War De- 
partment. Toey had never even been included in the 
estimates, and were not now—all-important and 
vilal as they were, and as the Secretary of the Na- 
vy admits them to be, for the actual and immedi- 
ate supply of the ships ef war with guns; and, as 
the vld sailor said,a ship of war without guns was 
no foree. 

He hoped that, as no amendment was offered, 
the bill would Jaidast\e. No party, be hoped,was 
opposed to a proper increase of the navy. 

And the bill being abont to be laid aside, in or- 
der to be reported to the House— 

Mr. McKAY moved to reduce the appropria- 
tions to three hundred thousand dollars; and then 
he read from the report of the Board of Navy Com- 
missioners to the Secretary of the Navy, to show 
what they recommended to be done; and then he 
added that it would be perceived that this bill went 
upon the ground of asking an appropriation, not 
only for procuring materials for those vessels alrea- 
dy built, but for those which were yet to be built. 
Now, he would ask gentlemen to consider the pre- 
sent condition of the Treasury, before they sanc- 
tioned an appropriation for materials not wanted at 
the prescnt lime,in addition to what might be deem- 
ed necessary now. Let gentlemen recollect that they 
had just asked authority to borrow the sum of 
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twelve millions, and that this bill proposed to ex- 
pend a large sum of money. These 11cm» were not 
weladed in the estimates of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, and that officer did not say a single 
word in regard to the appropriations now asked. 
He (Mr. McK ) would notsay that such materials 
miight notbe proper enough to be collecte'; but 
‘was it at all necessary to do it within three years? 
Why not extend the time to over five years? It 
was for these reasons he moved to reduce the ap- 
tiation tothree hundred thousand dollars. 
PROFFIT said he was surprised that any 
debate should arise upon the bill under considera- 
tion, after the explanation given by the chairman 
of the Committee on Naval Affairs, (Mr. Wis.) 
The question was this. The Administration, 
through the proper channels, the Secretary of the 
Navy and the appropriate committee of the Hovse 
asked Congress to make appropriations for the 
urchase of arms, ammunition, &c. for the ravy. 
t was enovgh for him to know that it was de- 
mande! as neces:ary; and the explanations given 
bad proved it to beso; and had a much larger 
amount been required, he (Mr. P) wonld have 
voted for ix. The gentlemen from North Caro 
lioa (Mr. McKayj moved to redu e the amount, 
and proposes to expend the sum to be granted in 
scattering appropriations during the next five years 
This was calied economy, and the party in power 
are every moment called upon to redeem their 
promises, of retrenchment, and are tauntingly 
asked if this is the glorious reform which was 
promised daring the last canvass for the Presi- 
dency? , 

Mr. P. said gentlemen did not or would not un- 
derstand the ground occupied by the Administra- 
tion party. Why, one of the pledges which we, as 
& parity, made was, that we would expend more 
money or certain objects than did our opponents. 

Mr. TRIPLETT said that if ever there was an 
occasion when the low, groveliinz, party politics 
of the day should be shunned and not introduced 
into debate, it was on the present. He called upon 
the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. McKay} 
to go into the details of this bill and to point out 
what were the items in it that could be dispens:d 
with. Could they dispense with powder? Could 
they dispense with sho', or any other articles men- 
tioned? Conald they, tor instance, dispense with 
steamboats?) Great Britain had set this country an 
example in regard to them which it would be wis- 
dom to follow. Supposicg a war to break out be- 
tween England and the United Sates, and the 
State of Nerth Carelina to be suddenly attacked 
by the enemy, would not the constituents of the 
gentleman (Mr. McKay] be in lined to bold him 
responsible fcr having withheld bis vote in favor 
of this bill? He would a-k the gentieman, if he 
was opposed to the navy, to come out boldly and 
sayso. He had not heard a solitary argument or 
a single reason given why these appropriations 
ought not to be made. He there‘ore hoped, before 
any gentleman gave his vote against this bill, he 
would favor the committee with his reasons for do- 
ing so. 

- WARD rearctted that the gentleman from 
North Carolina [Mr. McKav] should have ob- 
jected to certain items in this bill, and then he 
proceeded to remark that our fortifications all 
along the coast were, in most instances, in a state 
of dilapidation, and that, if war should suddenly 
break out between the United States and any 
foreign country, our cities might be burned to the 
ground, unless there was a number of war steam- 
boats built to defend them from attack. Mr. W. 
read from a book he had recent!y received from a 
gentleman in New York, giving a statement of the 
average vaiue of the commerce of the United 
Siates, as compared with that of England and 
France; and also of the tonnage of their ships, 
the number of their ships of war, seamen, &c. 
He then asked gentlemen to look at what 
was the condition of the pavy of the United 
Siates, and said that he would have been gratified 
if this tel, and the other bills making provision for 
the defence of the country, bad been the first mea- 
sures acted upon at the commencement of this ses- 
sion. And, in his opinion, they reflected credit 
upon the committee from which they came. The 
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people im every quartec of the country wer: anx- 
jously looking to Congress, inthe bh pe thit they 
would act prowptly in reference to putting the foiti- 
ficat.ons in a geod condition. We ouht to be 
prepared for war. 

He denied the charge most emphatically that the 
opponents of the present Administration Cesired to 
pluoge the country intoawar. They, on the con- 
wary, desired peace, and the best wav t» preserve 
peace was to be prepared for war. Had not gen- 
tlemen seen what had been going on in Cinada 
for some time past? Why, the Brii-h had 30,000 
regniar soldiers there, and had 20,000 c lor-d men 
in the West Indies, drilled as soldiers; and be,ides, 
she had a Jarge number of steamers, in which she 
could easily wansport her treops to any place she 
chose. He then defend d Mr. Pickens’s report, 
made at the last session, in respect to the relations 
between England ard the United S ates, and con- 
ciuded by saying he thanked that gentleman for it. 

Mr. WISE addressd the comaiittee, but most 
‘f what he said was addressed to the side of the 
Hail. 

He passed a high eulogium on the Secretary of 
the Navy, who, lie said, had fully come up to the 
matk in his recommendations, and had never hesi- 
tated for a moment to take the fall amount of re- 
spons. bility which the times demanded. Guided by 
the necessities of the country, he had given an es- 
tima'e for shot, shells, small arms, pikes, powder, 
sulphar, nitre, &c. amncunting to $1,800,008. Of 
which amount he now asked only tor one-third, as 
the whole would not probably be needed within 
three years. He inquired of the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. McKay] on what authority 
it was that he proposed to reduce this sum? When 
heard the next time, Mr. W. was saying that an 
American seaman did not a-k for whiskey cn going 
ino ection; that he «as willing to give ur; but he 
could not do withoutagood gun. A goed gun was 
all he asked to meet any thing that England or 
France or the world could bring against him. Give 
th: Navy but plenty of good ordnance and good 
ammunition, and it was ready to meet any thing 
that floated. 

Mr. NISBET observed that it was sufficient fer 
him that the proper officer of the Government said 
on his responsibility that the appropriation was ne- 
cessary, andthe chairman ol the Naval Commit- 
tee brought forward the bill aad explained the data 
ob which it was founded. As one of the Kepre- 
sealatives of a Bouihern State, he was prepared to 
vote forthe bili, Ithas often been said that the 
present party came into power on premises of re- 


torm. ‘rue, they had; but that reform that left the. 


de‘ences of the country a heapof ruins was of the 
shilling-hoarding and doijlar-wasting kind. He 
trus'ed the party who had come in'o power would 
manifest a wiser economy, and wouldsave milliors 
hereafier by the appropriation of thousands in time. 
He wished to give an example of at least one 
Scuthern Whig who responded to the demand of 
tre country fur defence. He had no idea of 
leaving Navy torot and become a reproach among 
the nations. Much declamation had been heard 
about our power to meet any foreign foe; he wou'd 
wish gentlemen would talk less and act more. 
Look at the example of Great Britain. Ever 
calm, cool, aud determined, she never refused or 
begrudged the mesns necessary to advance her 
power and to s-cuse her national greainess. She 
prepared with wise foresight the most ample re- 
sources for her naval arm. 

Mr. N. presented a picture of what might be the 
result, should we parsue the miserable system of 
short-sighted saving we had hitherto followed, and 
Great Britain should strike a sudden blow upon 
oar defenceless coast, aud penetrate our rivers 
with her armed steamers. With such a possibility 
in view, genclemen were afraid to vote money, but 
siood preaching economy and reform. Yes; he 
was for reform—such a reform as should pat our 
navy onan efficient footing, and rescue it {rom d- 
lapidation and ruin. ‘The Southern States had 
hitherto been strenuous advocates fer economy in 
the expenditures of Government, and very natural- 
ly, as they paid largely of a'l taxes levied; but on 
the other hand, they had need of defence there 
which was diferent from what exisied in other 


quarters of the Union; there defeace must be naval 
—it mnst be afloat—ot fixed in fortifications. He 
wished his constituents particularly to reflect on 
this. What would avail the most chivalric valor 
against an enemy that came not to meet you in 
the field, but penetrate! your streams and inter. 
sected your whole territory by the power of steam, 
and with the improvements in gunnery. Mr. N, 
was happy to see sucha bill as this brought in so 
early; he trusted this earnest of defence would be 
followed up wit equal spirit. Should the Go. 
vernment deem it necessary now at once to call for 
the means of building fifteen, twenty, or twenty- 
five steain frigates, he would show very quiekly 
that he had the moral courage to meetihe demand, 
and to despise the miserable phantoms with which 
it was sought to scare him. His moito should 
ever be, “millions, mi'lions for defence.” The 
Navy had long felt the with: cing effect of Govern- 
mental parsimony and neglect. 1's spirit bad be- 
gun to decline and its fame to become dim. He 
hoped now for a brighter era ia its annals. 

Mr. McKAY vindicated himself from the charge 
of having introduced party politics into the present 
debate. He had, cn the ccntrary, treated the bill 
as a question of business. He had addressed bim- 
self to the p!ain common sense of the House, and 
had urged such business considerations as appear- 
ed to him worthy io have weight with gentlemen 
on all sides. The President hed made no iefer- 
ence to this appropriation, though he had to the 
demand from the War Department, He had said 
ihat, if two millions were given for the navy, the 
debt would be raised from tweive miljivas to four- 
teen millions. Gentlemen had professed them- 
selves willing to meet the responsibility. Very 
well; he should not quarrel about that. 

He had been asked with a very pompous ai 
whether he was opposed to the navy? Elad he said 
any thing to justify the putting to him of such a 
question? He had cast no blame on the Secretary 
for his recommendations. Mr. McK’s party was 
not opposed to the navy, as was proved by the fact 
that when it delivered over the seals of office to ihe 
present Administration it gave them (wice as large 
a number of vessels of war as had been ever at 
the command of Andrew Jackson, and double the 
number of officers. 

Here some explanations passed between Mr. 
WISE and Mr. McKAY as to the inercase of ex- 
penditure proposed for the navy. Mr. W. was 
understood to deny that it was any thing like two 
millions. 

Mr. McKAY had referred to the home squadron 
bill and the ordnance bill, which were both add- 
tions to the S-creiary’s aggregrate. Mr. Mei. 
spoke very respectfully of that ¢fficer, "hom he 
knew personally, and held in much esteem. He 
quoted the opinion of the Navy Commissions’ to 
show that such an amount of ordnance as the bill 
provided for was not necessary; and predicted that 
Government would have plenty of guns and muni- 
tions but no ships to use them. Whorbelieved that 
we were to have twenty-five war s'eamers in three 
years? Besides, if war was to come, then the 
$600,000 was ico small a sum: if not, it was too 
large. 

Mr. FILLMORE put some inquiries to Mr. 
Wise as to the danger of deuble appropriations; 
had not some of these marerials already been esti- 
mated fur in the report of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury? 

Mr. WISE replied in the negative: they were 
distinct appropriations. 

Mr. McKAY withdrew his amendment, re- 
serving to himself the right to offer it again in the 
Honse. 

On motion of Mr. WISE, the icommittec rose, 
and reported the bills to the House. 


And the question being on concurring with the 
Committee of the Whole in its ameadments— 


Mr. WILLIAMS of Connecticut renewed the 
amendment made by him in committee, and which 
is as fol’ows: 

And be jt further enucted, That pensions to widows, and if 
no widows, to the children, of officers, seamen, and marines, who 
have died in the naval service of the United States, already es- 


tablished, shall continue for a period of five years, from and after 
the 30th day of June, 194!, in the same menner, and to the same 


extent, as if the act of 1837 had not been repealed. 
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Mr. McKAY asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Maryland said chat if in 
order, he would move that the further considera- 
tion of the bill be postponed for a week. 

Toe SPLAKER said the motion was notin ore 
der until the report of the Committee of the Whole 
had been acted on. 

Mr. WILLIAMS said that would defeat the 
very object he had in view, which was to procure 
informaion, before he voted, on a proposition 
which repealed the law of 1837. 

The SPEAKER inquired whether the gentle- 
man’s motion was to postpone to a day certain, If 
so, it Was in order. 

Mr. WILLIAMS then moved to postpone the 
further consideration of the subject uatil this day 
week. 

And the question being on the posiponement, 

Mr. ADAMS sustaiced the motion to postpone, 
and expressed the hope that this total, sudden, 
hasty repeal of the law of 1837 would not take 
place. If it was to be repealed, let it be done upon 
fall consideration, and alter satisfactory provisions 
had been made to take its place. The act of 1837 
contained provisions ghich he was neither ready 
nor Willing to repeal. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Connecticut said a few 
words which did not reach the ear of the Re- 
orter. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST said thathe was in favor 
of the postponement tll this day week. He did 
not believe that the act of 1837 was deserving of 
the reproach which had been thrown owt against it, 
aod thought that if it was carefully read it wou.d 
not Le found to jusiify the charges which had been 
made againstit. Let gentlemen read the act with 
deliberaiion and care from the beginning to the 
end, and they would discover that it was not an 
act absorbing and consuming the Navy pension 
fund, which was properly regarded as a sacred 
fund for the benetit of those who had served in 
former wars. The act, however, provided fora 
new c'as; of pensioners; and, if it was founded 
on afair principle, though deiective in its provi- 
sions, why let it be so amended as to throw around 
it ail proper safeguards. Make it, in short, sucha 
billas would prevent fraud and injustice being 
done hereafter. Let gentlemen do this, and show 


tha', although they were in a majority here, yet . 


they were disposed to act in a kind and friendly 
towards ihe minority. 

Mr. WISE must say that gentlemen had not 
understood the merits of this question. The gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts (Mir. Apvams] had 
been mistaken ia regard to his (Mr. Wise’s) being 
in favor of a repeaiof the actat thistime. He 
would tell that gentleman he was as much opposed 
to the repeal of the act, without a thorough exami- 
Hation of its details and bearing, as the gentleman 
himself was; but he (Mr. W.) was obliged to sub- 
mit to the votes which were taken in commitiee, 
When it was nothalf full. If genilemea wonld 
Stay in the commitice, they would not be so per- 
p'exed as they frequenily had been. He was op- 
posed to a postponement of this question. Now, 
here wasan appropriation bill. For what? To 
Supply a deficiency in the mavy pension fund, of 
money already due. 

Pensioners were now knocking at the doors of 
the Treasury Departmeut, and asking for the mo- 
ney due to them Now, if gentlemen wanted to 
examine the system upon which the la was 
founded, they had better wait until the next ses- 
sion, When the whole subject would be under dis- 
cussion, as a report could be made upon it an ear- 
ly day. Mr. W. next adverted to the many 
difficulties that surrounded this pension law, and 
urged upon gentlemen to watt until the next ses- 
Stoo, When they would have a fall and fair oppor- 
tunity of exam:ning and discassing the whole que:- 
lion of pensions Hw hoped that any amendment 
pending would be voted down. 

fir. W. concluded by asking the Spcaker whe- 
ther the previous qoestion, if moved and seconded, 
would bring the House to a direct vote on the 
amendmenis, and thus supersede the motion to 
postpone. 

The SPEAKER said it would. 
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Mr. WISE moved the previous question. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON appealed to the gentle- 
man from Virgiuia [Mr. Wisk] to withdraw the 
motion, so as to suffer gentlemen to reply to re- 
marks which had been made on the other side. 

Mr. WISE declined. ‘Vhe subject, be said, had 
been debaicd enough. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Maryland then moved to 
lay the bill aod amendments on the table. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved that the House 
do now adjourn; which motion, by yeas 63, nays 
89, was rejected. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

And the ‘jaestion recurring on the motion of Mr 
WituiaMs to lay the bill and amendments on the 
table, it was taken, and decided in the negative. 

So the bill was not laid upon the table. 

And the question recurring on the demand for 
the previous question, there was a second. 

And the main question was ordered to be taken, 
(being, first, on concurring in the amendment to 
the amendment, as proposed by Mr. WittuaMs of 
Connecticut.) 

Mr. SNYDER of Pennsylvania asked the yeas 
and pays; which were refused. 

A motion was made that the House do now ad- 
journ; which was rejected. 

And the question recurred, and was taken on the 
amendment to the amendment, and was decided in 
the affirmative—ayes 64, nves 63. 

S., by one solitary vote, and there being one 
hundred and fificea members absent from their 
seats, this amendment was agreed to. 

And the qves'ion recurring on concurring in the 
amendment, as amended— 

Mr. DAWSON asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. ’ 

Mr. DAWSON then moved to recommit the bill 
to the C mmittee on Naval Affairs. 

The SPEAKER said the motion was not in 
order. 

And the question on conecarriug in the amend- 
ment, as amended, was then taken and decided in 
the negative—yeas 54, navs 96. 

So the amendment, as amended, was not con- 
curred ip. 

The question then recurred and was taken on 
the amendment of Mr. Cave Jounson, which 
limits the amount to be received from pensions; 
which amendment was agreed to. 

And the bill was then ordered a third reading at 
this time; and having been read a third time, and 
the question being on the final passage thereof— 

Mr McKAY moved to recommit the bill, with 
instructious to report a section repealing the act of 
1837. 

Mr. WISE moved the previous question; which 
was seconded. 

And the main question (being on tho passage of 
ths bill, the previous qvestion cutting off the mo- 
tion ts recommi!) was ordered to be taken, and, 
being taken, was decided in the affirmative, with- 
out a division. 

Sod the bili was passed. 

Toe House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, July 14, 1841. 

Mr. CLAY presented a memoris! from many 
citizens of New York, in favor of a bankrupt law. 

The resolntion submitted by Mr. Ker, in rela- 
tion to changing the hour of meeting from 10 te 
11 o’clock, was then taken up. 

After some remaris from Messrs. CLAY, BEN- 
TON, HUNTINGTON, KER, and SEVIER, 
the resolution was laid on the table. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, reported, with amendments, 
a bill to revive and extend the charters of the 
banks of the District of Columbia. 

Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported the bill fiom the House of Representa- 
tives, authoriving a loan of twelve millions of col- 
lars, wi hout amendment. 

Mr. C. said the condition of the Treasury was 
such as to requiie that the bill should be passed 
with as little delay as psssible. He expressed the 
hope that it would be taken ap some day this week 
and passed. 


+--+ 


The bill from the House of Representatives 


| making appropriations for the payment of nayy 


peasions, was twice read and referred to the Com- 


| mittee on Naval Affairs. 


‘The bill irom the House of Representatives 
making an appropriation for the purchase of 
naval ordnance and ordnance stores, was twice 
read and referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

The bill from the House of Representatives 


| making furiher provision for the lunatic paupers of 


ihe District of Columbia, was twice read and re- 


| ferred to the Committee on the District of Co- 


| present 
| be offered again after we had gone through the 
| other amendments of minor importance. 
| own part be was willing to vote for the amendment; 


Jumbia,. 

Tne Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the resolution cifered by Mr. Bucuanan, calling 
on the President for a list of removals. 

Mr. LINN occupied the remainder of the morn- 
ing hour, without finishing his remarks. 

FISCAL BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 

The Senate then proceeded to the discussion of 
the special! order, being the bill to incorporate the 
subseribers to the Fiscal Bank of the United 
States. 

Mr. TAPPAN then moved to amend the bill so 
as to add to the last section a proviso that nothing 
in the act rhould should be considered as an ad- 
mi'sion that Congress has not the power to alter, 
modify, or repeal the charter. 

Mr. T. tock the ground that this was an 
inherent principle of legislative power. If a law 
Was unconsti utional, it should be repealed— 
whenever injurious it should be repealed. Ina 
very able and clear constitutional argument he 
iiustrated the principles of his proposition. 

Mr. BUCHANAN suggested to Mr. T. the 
propriety of withdrawing bis amendment for the 
Ii was a very impertant one, and might 


For his 


butso ely on the gronad that this bill would bea 
tran-(fer of s vereign powers of Government toa 
corporation, and therefore could be revoked by 
Congress whenever the public interest demanded 
i. In this respect it was wholly different from 
corporations ef a private nature, in relation to sub- 
jeeis properly embraced by private contracts. He 
trusted his friend would withdraw his amendment 
for the present. 

Mr. TAPPAN then withdrew it for the present. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama thea moved tv amend 
the bill by adding to the fourteenth section the- 
following: 

“ Provided, howerer, That if the said Bank or any of its 
branches shall at any time suspend specie payments, or ne- 
elect or refuse to discharge on demand any and all of its Ha- 
bilities in specie, then its bills or notes shall no longer be re- 
ceived in payment of any debt or demand due the United 


States.” 

Mr. C. said he was aware that the bill only de- 
cided the receipt of the notes of the Bank anti! o her- 
wise ordered by Congress, but great inconvenience 
might arise ty the operations of the Governmen! and 
the ‘I'reasury might be filled with the notes of the 
institution while in a state of suspension. Sap- 
pose that the Bank should suspend on the 5th of 
March afier the close of a short session; Congress 
would have to be convened again immediately to 
provide a remedy for the evil, or the Secretary of 
the ‘Treasury would be compelled to receive the 
depreciated paper until the next regular session. 
W th this bnef explanation, showing its necessity, 
he trusted there would be no opposition to the 
amendment. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said there would be no 
opposition to the amendment, if it was limited to 
the time during which the Bank remaived in a 
state of suspension, and he would offer that a6 an 
amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama hoped the Senator 
would not persist inhis amendment, He was not 
prepared to say that incase this Bank suspended, 
the Government should afterwards receive its 
notes in payment of the public ducs. He wonld 
prefer to leave that matier to Congress, who would 
take all the circumstances into consideration, aod 


| and decide as they thought proper. 


Mr. CLAY of Kentucky was sorry thathe must 
persistin his amendment. He and those who 
acted with him supposed and intended that this 
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Bank should not suspend, except in case of a war, 
and he doubied whether in that case any bank 
could continue specie payments. The adoption 
of his amendment, by which the notes of the Baik 
would again be made receivable upon resumption 
of specie pzyments, would form astrong induceuient 
to resome. He was surprised that the Senator 
from Alabama, after the intimation from that side, 
of their willingness to accede to his amendment, 
should have objected to the slight modification. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said the Senator from 
Kentucky had avowed that the object of his 
amendment to the amendment was to offer an in- 
ducement to resumption. Now he would put it to 
the Senator if prevention was not better than cure, 
and whether it was not better, by adopting the 
amendment, as originally proposed, to deter sus- 

nsion. 

Mr. BENTON hoped we were not going to per- 
mit this Bank to play fast and loose wiih us—to 
suspend and (o resume at pleasure. He considered 
this Bank in four aspects: 

1. Asa political engine in the hands of the 
Federalists for the prostration and the destruction 
of the Democracy. 

2. Asa moneyed engine at work in the North 
to absorb the profits of the products of the South 
and the West. 

3. Asa branch of the Bank of England, to col- 
lect specie and ship it to Europe when 11 is the in- 
terest of the British institution she should do so; 
ani 

4. As an engine which will stop payment, and 
compe! the other banks of the country to do so, 
whenever it is the policy or the interest of the British 
Bank or the British Government, to embarrass the 
business or the Government of this couniry. 

Mr. CALHOUN hoped the amendment to the 
amendment would not prevail, as it would create 
at odious distinction between this institution and 
the State banks. By the act for the reeulation of 
the deposite banks, it was deciared that if any of 
the State banks suspended, ihe notes of such banks 
thereafter should not be received at the Treasury. 
Then why not apply that principle to this institu- 
ticn, which should be more rigidly held to the rale, 
if any thing? 

Mr. ALLEN was oppose’ to the amendment to 
the amendment, because it recognised, in the body 
of the charter, that this Bank may suspend pay- 
ment and still live, and subsequently resume iis 
connection with the Government at its own will 
and pleasure. He thought this was further than 
the Legislaiure of this country had ever gone be- 
fore. Such a provivion, in his op:nion, was never 
contained in any bank charter granted in America. 
The most that had been done was, that the State 
Legislatures, after snspensions bad taken place, 
had passed laws relieving them fiom the penalty 
incurred, and thus was in the nature of a pardon. 
He hoped this monstrous provision would not be 
engrafted into the bill. 

The question was then taken on amending the 
amendment, and it was agreed to—ayes 25, noes 
22, as follows: 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Dixon, Evans, Henderson, Huntington, Ker, 
Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Prentiss, 
Preston, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Southard, 
Talimadge, White, and Woodbridge—25. 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthhert, Fuaiton, 
King, Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, 
Pierce, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Siurgeon, 
Tappan, Walker, Woodbury, Wright, and 
Young—21. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama asked if it would be in 
order to withdraw his amendment. He considered 
it, as modified by the Senator from Kentacky, to 
~ worse than useless, and he could not himse!: vote 
or it. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said it was not in order 
to withdraw it. 

Mr. CALHOUN said it could be withdrawn 
with the unanimous consent of the Senate. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama then asked the unani- 
1n0us consent of the Senate to withdraw the amend- 
ment, 
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Mr. CLAY of Kentucky objected. He consi- 
dered ita very good provision, and hoped it would 
be adopted. 

Mr. BENTON was opposed to the resolution. 
It went to legalize suspension in advance. The 
Bauk could suspend and resume at her pleasure. 
She might resume for one hour and suspend for 
five years. 

Mr. CALHOUN considered this the most omi- 
nous vote yet given by gentlemen on the cpposite 
cide as to the character of this institation. It re- 
cognises the suspension of payment by the Bank; 
and in his opinion was a waiver of the penaities 1n- 
serted in a subsequent section. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky. Every thing is omi- 
nous, or a crisis, with the Senator. 

Mr. CALHOUN. When the Senator is the 
actor, 

Mr. CLAY ef Kentucky said every thing was 
“ominous,” or “a crisis,” with Senvtors on the op- 
posite side; but in his opinion, this was the most 
upreasonable opposition ever heard of. The gen 
tleman says this isa waiver of the penal provisions 
of the biil: in this the Senator was entirely mis- 
taken, 

Mr. CALHOUN said it wasa waiver, as explicit 
as could be; for what had been the history of all 
penelties in relation to these institutions? Had 
they ever been enforced? He repeated, he consi- 
dered this vote ominous as to the future character 
of the Bank. The Senator says that everv thing is 
ominous with gentlemen on this side. Yes, Mr. 
President, every thing is ominous when the gent'e- 
man is the actor: andI told the Senator in °37 
that he would ride the Bank to death, as he had 
the American sysiem, and every other hobby 
which he had ever mounted. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky. Well I will have a 
good horse, and a pleasant ride. 

Mr. NICHOLSON said that,as he discovered 
from the indications around him that he should 
probably have to differ with his friends on this pro- 
position, he felt bound to state very briefly the 
grounds on which he should vote. According to 
his construction of the bill, as it came from the 
committee, the notes of the Ficcal Bank would be 
receivabl> for public dues even whilst the Bank 
might be in a state of suspension, and its notes de- 
preciated. To ths he was utterly opposed, and he 
was prepared most cheerfully to remedy this de- 
fect by adopting the amendment proposed by his 
friend from Alabama, [Mr. Cray.] By that 
amendment, the receivability of the notes of the 
Bank ceased whenever it suspended specie pay- 
men's. He wenid have preferred the amendment 
in that shape; but even as the proposition was 
now amended, by limiting the irrrceivability of the 
notes to the period of the continuance of a suspen- 
sion, he was bound to vote for it. We should 
still gain something—we should repudiate the idea 
of receiving irredeemable Bank paper for Govern- 
ment dues. 

Mr. N. said, he discovered that some of his 
friends supposed that the adoption of the amend- 
ment as amended would sanction the right of the 
Bank to suspend—that it would be an acknowledg- 
ment of the existence of sucha right. He enter- 
tertained a very different opinion, and he protested 
against any such construction being placed on his 
vote, He denied the right of the Bank to suspend 
specie payments, and he entertained the opinion 
that a suspension of specie paymen's was such a 
violation of the charter as would be cause of i.s 
forfeiture upon ascire facias. He knew that it was 
an unse tled question amongst legal men, whether 
a suspension of specie payments by a bank, whore 
charter impofes a pecuniary penalty for suspension 
was such violation as would be cause of forfei- 
ture. His own opinion was that upon proceed- 
ings instituted in such case of violation of charter 
the courts ought to adjudge the charter forfeited. 
Entertaining this opinion he could not hesita'e as to 
his vote on the amendment. He denied the exist- 
ence of any right by the Bank to suspend, and he 
protested against any inference being drawn from 
this amendment which would recognise such right. 
As the amendment now stood, whenever the Bank 
suspended, that moment its notes are excluded 
fromthe Treasury, whereas, as the original bill 





stood, these depreciated notes would still be jc. 
ceivable. Whilst, therefore, he wonld have pre. 
ferred the original amendment, he was satistied 
that something was gained by the proposition as jt 
now stood, and with that opinion he should vote 
for it. 

Mr. ALLEN said he had supposed that no bi]! 
would have been introduced into that chamber, 
which would authorize the receipt of inconver'ibia 
bank paper in payment of dues to the Gorcrnment, 
If he was right in bis supposition, then this amend. 
ment was mere surplusage and unnecessary, If 
he was not, then gentiemen on the opposite side 
have laid themselves open to the impuiation o/ 
having introduced and supported a bi!! wih the 
power of circulating a depreciated paper cutrency 
receivable in payment of the public revenues, 
But he contended that Congresvs had no power to 
pass an act, with sucha provision. It was a vio. 
lation of the resolution of 1816, which i: unrepeal- 
ed; and it was a violation of that clause of the 
Constitution which declares that all taxes :hall be 
uniform, which was impossible, if the specie stan- 
dard was departed from. 

Mr. WALKER said that the ayesand noes were 
called on this reselution, and he asked in what pc- 
sition would Senators be placed, if it was voted 
down? Why, that they had voted against a pro. 
position which prchibited the notes of this Bank 
being received for the public revenues, while it 
was in a state of suspension. There was no pro- 
vision in the charter which prohibited the receipt 
of such paper by the Government. He considered 
this provision, therefore, as something gained; and 
though it did not go as far as it should go, the bill 
would be better with it than without it. 

Mr. CALHOUN said, upon the friends and ad- 
vocates of this bill would rest the responsibility of 
i's defects; and those who were opposed to it cou! 
not be called upon to vote for amendments which 
would render it less defective or less odious. 
There were two alternatives presented to Senators, 
If they voted for this amendment as amended, they 
recognise the right of suspension; ifthey vote against 
it, they leave the bill in the shape in whict its 
friends have presented it to us, recognising the re- 
ceivability of its depreciated paper, and the Se- 
nate would then be calied to pass upona Bank 
bill, which contains no forfeiture for a suspension 
of payments. He considered this by far the most 
ominons vote which had beengiven. It not only 
indicated the establishment of the paper system, 
but of a suspended and depreciated paper system; 
of a Bank, the subscribers to which will not be 
composed of the capitalists who have money to 


- lend, butef needy speculators who wished to bor. 


row. 

Mr. SEVIER said he considered a provision 
a resiriction, so far as it went, as a resiric- 
tion pro tanto. He was anxious to pare the claws 
and pull the teeth of this monster, which was 
soon to be turned loose in his section of country, 
west of the Mississippi, as well as other portions, 
and he would go for this amendment on the 
principle to get all he could, if he could not get all 
he wanted. 

Mr. NICHOLSON said, he desired to make 
a single remark in reply to his friend from 
South Carolina, (Mr. Catnoun.] That honore- 
ble Senator had told the Senate that there was a 
case now pending in South Carolina in which the 
effect of a suspension of specie payments by a 
bank as to its charter was involved, and that the 
mest distinguish:d lawyers were divided on the 
question. That (said Mr. N.) was in accordance 
with the opinion expressed by him—tbat this waz 
an unsettled question; but his own opinion on the 
question was made up. He believed that a suspen- 
sion was cause of forfeiture. 

Mr. CALHOUN bere remarked, does not the 
Senator {rom Tennessee see that those who believe 
such suspension is not cause of forfeitare, or who 
doubt on the question, may regard this amend. 
ment as a recognition of the right to suspend 
without forfeirure? 

Mr. NICHOLSON replied, that he could see 
that such inference might be drawn; and it arose 
from the fact that such gentlemen entertained 
different opinions from himself as to the effect of 








asaspension upon the question of forfeiture. If 
he agreed with each gentlemen as to the effect of a 
suspension on the question of forfeiture of charter, 
he might come :o the same conclusion with the Se- 
nator from South Carolina as to this amend- 
ment. 

But Mr. N. proceeded to say, that, according to 
his opinion, a suspension of specie payments was 
ipso facto a forfeiture of the charter whenever pro- 
ceevings should be prostented to test the quesuon. 
The only point with him, then, was, whether, ifa 
suspensiun takes place, and no proces: is insti'uted 
for the violation of the charie> until afier resump- 
jion, such resumption would be any ground on 
which the effect of the suspension could be avoided? 
He presumed there could be no difference of 
opinion on this question. If the suspension works 
a forfeiture, the subsequent resumption cannot 
cure it. Ii a scire facias shovld be issued even 
after the resumption, upon proof of the fact of a 
previous suspension, the court would be bound to 
adjadge the charter forfeited. How then could 
there be any ground for the inference, that by rot- 
ing for this amendment, we sould reccegaise the 
existence ofa right to suspend, without incurring 
the penalty of forieiture of charter?’ He again pro- 
tested egainst any such inference. 

Mr. BENTON said there seemed to be a choice 
of two evils presented to Senators; whether to re- 
cognise the receivability of suspended bank paper 
by the Government, or to recognise the right of the 
Bank to suspend payment; and great as was the 
evil and the scandal of the former, he considered 
the latter infinitely grea'er; and should, consequent- 
ly, vote against the amendment. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama was sorry at the diver- 
sity of sentiment manifested by his political friends 
on this question. His own cpinion was, that the 
adoption of the amendment would be a recognition 
of the power in this Bask to make its paper re- 
ceivatle or non receivable at its pleasure. But he 
had an amendment which he would offer, which 
would test the question as to who were the friends 
of an irredeemable bank currency. Mr. C. then 
sent the following amendment to the Chair, which 
was read: 

“And such suspension of specie payments shall be held 


and adjudged ipso facto a forfeiture of the charter hereby 
granted,” 


Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said this was pushing 
things to an extreme which he could not sanction, 
and would propose to amend it, by striking out all 
after the word “adjudged,” and inserting “ta viola- 
tion of the charter.” 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama declined to secept the 
amendment; and the Chair decided it was not in 
order. ’ 

Mr. WALKER wished to be informed whether 
it was intended that the act of suspension itself 
should be a forfeiture, or whether it was to be a 
cause of forfeiture, to be adjudicated by the court, 

Mr. CLAY cf Alabama said the latier was bis 
intention, and ke thought was the effect of the Jan- 
guage he had used in his amendmert, but, to ob- 
viate the objection of his friead from Miss:ssippi, 
he was willing to modify it by inser'ins “by the 
court.” 

The yeas and nays having been ordered on the 
amendment, it required unanimous consent to mo- 
dify it, and 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said there seemed so 
little disposition on the other side to appreciate or 
reciprocate courtesy, that he would object to the 
mouifica'ion. 

Mr. WALKER hoped the Senator from Ken- 
tucky would not persist in his objection, which 
would compel Senators to place themselves in a 
false position on the record. 

_Mr. BUCHANAN hoped that his friends on that 
side of the House would net object to a modifica- 
tion of the amendment, which he trusted would 
meet the concurrence of all sides of the chamber. 
He proposed to modify it by deciaring that a sus- 
pension of payment should be held and adjudged 
to be cause of forfeiture. 
~ CLAY of Kentucky withdrew his objection, 
an 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama accepted the modifica- 
tion of his amendment proposed by Mr. Bucsanan. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
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of Mr. Cray of Alabama, to the amendment as 
amended, and it was agreed tc—ayes 45, noes none, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Barrow, Bates, 
Bayard, Benton, Berrien, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Choate, Ciay of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Cuthbert, Dixon, Fulion, Henderson, 
Huntington, Ker, King, Linn, McRoberts, Man- 
gum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Nicholson, 
Phelps, Pierce, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Sevier, 
Simmons, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, 
Sturgeon, Valimadge, Tappan, Walker, White, 
Williams, Woodbridge Woodbury, and Young 
—45. 

NAYS—None. 

The question was then taken on the origina! 
amendment of Mr. Cray of Alabama, as succes- 
Bively amended, in the following words— 


Provided, however, That ifthe said Bank or any of its 
branches shall, at any time, suspend specie payments, or ne- 
glect or refuse to discharge, on demand its liabilities in specie, 
thenits bills shall not, during the same suspension, be received 
in payment of any debt or demand of the United States; and 
such suspension of specie payment shall be held and adjudged 
a cause of a forfeiture of the charter thereby granted, 


And decided in the affirmative—ycas 41, noes 
none, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Barrow, Bates, 
Bayard, Benion, Berrien, Buchanan, Chuate, Clay 
of Alabama, Ciay of Kentucky, Ciayton, Dixon, 
Falton, Henderson, Ker, King, Linn, Maneum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Nicholson, Phelps, 
Pierce, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Sevier, Sim- 
mons, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, 
Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, Walker, White, 
Williams, Woodbridge, Wcodbury, and Young 
—4). 

NAYS—None. 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama said he felt encouraged 
from the good success of his last effort, to make 
another, and he would propose an amendment, 
which he thouzht would be equally acceptable 
with the last. It was a provision taken from the 
act of 1836, regulating the deposite banks, which 
declared the discontinuance of any bank as a 
depositary which should suspend payment. Mr. 
C. then sent his amendment to the Chair, and it was 
in substance to amend the 16th section of the bill 
which declares that the pub!ic money shall be de- 
posited in the Bank and branches, providing that it 
the Bank fail or refcse to discharge any of its du- 
ties, in the collection, safe-keeping and disburse- 
ment of the public revenue, or to pay its notes in 
specie, then the Secretary of the Treasury shall 
cease to deposite in the Bank, and shall report the 
factimmediately to Congress, if in session, and if 
not, at the commencement of the next session 
thereafter, and it shall be lawfal for bin to make 
the deposites in the mean time, in any State bank, 
according to the provisions of the Deposite Act of 
1836; and in case of refusal by the banks to receive 
it, then to be kept by the Secretary in the best man- 
ner, unt:] other provision is made. 

Mr. CLAY ot Kentucky objecied to this, that it 
put the power over the public money into the 
hands of the Execu’ive, and this he never would 
consent to with the remembrance of the former 
gross abuse ef that power in the removal of the de 
posites. Congress alone should have the power 
over the public money. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama asked if the Senator 
from Kentucky did not vote in 1836 for the bill 
yegulating the deposite banks which contained this 
very provision? 

Mr. CLAY said ihe only reason of his voting for 
that bi!l was, that it contained the provi-ions to 
distribute the surp'us revenue among the several 
States. 

Mr CLAY of Alabama said the principle was 
not then so ob:oxious to the Senator from Ken- 
tucky 2s to overbalance his partiality for another 
measure with which it was connected. 

But this amendment vests no discretion in the 
Executive. It direcis the Secretary on the cecur- 
rence of a given state of facts, to perform certain 
prescribed duties. His whole political life would 
show that he was not in favor of extending Execu- 
tive power. 

Mr. LUNN said when the motion for the r pe:! 
of the Independent Treasury, jast session, w.s 
made by the Senator from Kentucky, the effet of 
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its passage would have been to place the whole 
treasure of the nation in the enrestricted power of 
the Executive. Was the union of the purse ard 
the sword so dangerous in the hands of Gen. Jack- 
son, and not dangerous in the hands of President 
Harrison? The gentlemen saw no danger in vest- 
ing this power in the President then, and he could 
see no reason for their opposingit now. Hecou'd 
suppose a case in which the exercise of this power 
would be loudiy called for. Suppose we had a 
Secretary of the Treasury who was in collusion 
with a rotten and fraudulent banking concern, 
who would transfer the funds of the coun'ry to the 
enemies of the country—should not the Executive 
have the power of removai? 

Mr. WOODBURY thought a be'ter way to effect 
the object of the Senator from Alabama was to 
amend the 16th section of the charter by inserting 
the words “unless it should suspend specie pay- 
men'.”? 

Mr. SEVIER wished the Senator from Kentucky 
to inform hom what the Government would do in 
case of asuspenrion. It could not receive their 
notes in payment, and what would be done with 
the deposites? 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said, if the Bank suc- 
pended, the Government would share the fate of 
the private depositors; and the snbsequerit receipts 
into the Treasury could be made a special depo- 
site. 

Mr. SEVIER asked where was the authority in 
that bill to the Secretary to make special deposites? 
The law is explecit, “he shall deposite,” &c. and 
allows him nodiseretion. Are we, then, to pass a 
law which will cempel the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to deposite the revenue, for nine months, in 
the vaults of a broken bank, whose notes are not 
taken in payment? 

Mr. CLAY said, if we were to legislate on mere 
possibilities, we could go on ad infinitum. For his 
own part, sooner than countenance the system of 
Executive interference with the Treasury, he would 
prefer to lose the ewtire amount of the public mo- 
ney in the vaults of the Bank. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he was as much cp- 
pesed as the Senator from Kentucky was to piling 
Pelion upon Ossa, but the Senate had, by a unani- 
mous vote, declared against the reception of the 
notes of the Bank while in a state of suspension, 
and why should we deposite the moneys of the Go- 
vernmentin her vaults, when her notes were not 
received? 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said, in reply to the Se- 
nvtor from New Hampshire, [Mr. Woopsvury,) 
there were vaticus other causes besides suspen- 
sion, which might render the removal of the depo- 
sites proper, as a refusal to pay pensioners, &c. 
which the amendment proposed by him would not 
cover. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said if gentlemen re- 
ally wirhed to attain the object which they pro- 
fessedto have so much at heart, he would submit 
an amendment which would accomplish it. Mr. 
C. sent the amendment to the Chair, which was in 
substance as follows: ‘That if any suspension 
should take place during the recess of Congress, 
then the Secretary of the Treasury was to have 
power to make such temporary disposition of the 
funds as in his diseretion might be deemed expe- 
dient.” 


Mr. CLAY of Aiabawa said the only objection 
he had to it was, that it left too much to Execa- 
tive divrcreion. The Senator from Kentucky had 
given that as the objection te the amendment he 
had offered, and yet it was not near so obnoxious 
to the charge as the present. 

Mr. BUCHANAN felt bound to say thatin any 
provision that might be adopted, something would 
necessarily have to be le{tto the discretion of the 
Executive. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama then moved to so amend 
the bill as to strike out twelve per cent. which the 
Bank was held responsible for during a state of 
suspension, and insert twenty-five per cent. 

Nir. SEVIER hoped the amendment would be 
adopted. ‘Twelve per cent. the present penalty, 


was little more than the legal interest in many of 
the Siates. . 


The amendment, afer some further remarks by 
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Messrs. HUNTINGTON and SIMMONS in op- 
position, and CLAY of Alabama in the affirma- 
tive, was rejec'ed—ayes 19, noes 25, as follows: 

YEAS—Wessers. Alien, Benton, Bachanan, Clay 
of Alabama, Falton, King, Linn, McRoberts, 
Mcuton, Nicholson, Pierce, Smith of Conuvecti- 
cut; Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Wood- 
bury, Wright, and Young—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Ber- 
rien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Henderson, Huntington, Ker, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miiler, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Taill- 
madge, White, and Woodbridge—25. 

Mr. BENTON proposed to strike out from the 
bill that part which provides that no oher Bank 
shali be established during the continuance of the 
present Bank. 


Mr. B said this provision, embracing the odious | 


principle of monopoly, was copied from an act of 
Queen Anne of England, but had gone entirely 
out of fashion evea in that country of Kings, 
Lords, and Commons. Mr. B. here read an ex- 
tract from a letter of Lord Liverpool, in reply to 
an application of the governor and disectors of the 
Bank of Eagland for a monopoly of tanking 
privileges, in which the nobleman said that exclu- 
sive privileges had gone out of fashion; and Par- 
jiament subsequently refused to grant them in the 
Bank charter. 

The amendment was rejected—ayes 19, noes 25, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, 
Sturgeon, ‘Tappan, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, 
and Young—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Ber- 
rien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, D.xon, 
Evans, Henderson, Huntington, Mangum, Mer- 
rick, Miiler, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prestiss, 
Preston, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Southard, 
Tallmadge, White, aud Woodbridce—2 

Mr. BENTON then moved to amend the bill to 
the effect that, if any committee of Congress should 
be refused means of inspecting the books and pro- 
ceedings of the said corporation, it should be con- 
sidered caus: of forfeiture of the charter. 

Mr. B. said as the bill at present stood, when a 
committee of Congress upon investigation reported 
the charler violated, a scire facias was directed to 
be issued, he proposed that if the committee were 
repulsed and the opporiunity for investigation de- 
nied, that it must be made equiva’ent to a violation 
of charter. 

Mr. BERRIEN thoughtthe amendment unncees- 
sary, asa relusalio permit the committee to investi- 
gate would be a violation of the charter. He 
quoted some provisions of the charter in confirma- 
tion of these view... 

Mr. BENTON said every word of this was in the 
charter of the late Bank, which chased our com- 
mittee out of Philadelphia. Besides, the provision 
has no penalty attached to it. Congress bad been 
insulted in the pervons of its committee by the late 
Bank, and it was still unavenged. He wished that 

he provision might be inserted by Congress to 
mark its reprobaiion of the flagrant conduct of the 
late Bank. 

Mr. CLAY cf Alabama remarked, in addition, 

the Bank might be guilty of many transactions 
which would incur a forfeiture, and would sooner 
incur the responsibility of a refusal to permit the 
commiltiee to examine its affairs, than risk the dis- 
closures. 
» Mr. BENTON moved an amendirnt, to strike 
out the clavse authorizing the Bank taking 6 per 
cent. interest on loans, &c. and fixing the rate of 
interest at 5 per cent. ; 


Mr. B. said when the former charter was grant- 
ed, it was a question whether the equivalent for the 
priveleges conferred should be a bonus to the Go- 
verpment, or a reduced rate of interest on its loans. 
He had no doubt that this charter, if put in the 
market, would bring several millions of dollars, 
and though he considered the principle of selling 
privileges as detestabie, as an odious relic of the 
times of the Tudors and the Stuarts, he thought 
ihe community should derive some advantage as 
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an equivalent for the great privileges conferred. 
There was a well authenticated case on record, in 
the time of the Siuarts, when a monopoly was; sold 
to an individval, and it was clearly shown for 
every one pound he paid to the sovéreign, one 
hundred and twenty-seven were extorted from the 
community. This Bank had greater privileges 
conferred on it than any corporation since the 
days of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. These pri- 
vate corporators are to be associated with the 
Government; their coffers are declared to be 
the Treasury of the Union; their notes are to 
be the currency of the whole country. If this 
bill was passed, the time woud come, and 
tolerably old men would live to see it, when no 
law could pass Congress but what an attorney uf 
the Bank would draw up. It would become what 
General Hamilton said, whea he proposed a splen- 
did Government, strong enough to take care of 
itself, and this Bank would take care of itself. For 
all these privileges, he proposed to reduce the rate 
of interest to five per cent. For the loan where- 
with we will raise the means to purchase this 
stock, we will pay five per cent. inteze-t, and he 
considered it unbecoming a great nation to play 
ihe usurer for the sake of one per cen’. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON thought six per cent. not 
unreasonable. The amount of the privileges con- 
ferred on the stockholders of this Bank was that 
they might divide seven per cent. on their invest- 
ment. In return forSthis they per.orm various and 
important services to the Government. Mr. H. 
here enumerated the services which the Bank was 
obliged to perform. 

Mr. BENTON said the old Bank had performed 
all these services, and yet she paid a bonus of 
one and a half million of dollars. In the char- 
ier proposed in 1832, the same services were in- 
serted, and there was also a large bonus, two and 
a quarter millions, he believed. Mr. Bibb pro- 
posed to strike out this bonus, and reduce the rate 
of interestto 5 percent. Mr. Bent. n here read 
the vote on this motion from the journal. Among 
those whe voied in favor of it were Mr. Mangum 
and Mr. Tyler. 

Mr. MANGUM said he had voted formerly 
for this proposition, because he thought it more fa- 
vorable to the steckholders than the bonus; but 
now there is no bonus exacted, and the Govern- 
ment has a much larger portion of the stock. 

Mr. BENTON said the precise amount of the 
bonus proposed in 1831, for the charter for fifteen 
years, was three nellions of dollars, and this, in 
the same proporiion, being for twenty years, 
should bring four miliionr, He despised the bo- 
nus, and was utterly opposed to selling privileges, 
but be asked that some equivalent should be made 
to the community for the enormous privileges con- 
ferred on this corporation, 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment, and it was rejected—ayes 17, noes 26, as 
foliows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay 
of Alabama, Fulton, Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, 
Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, 
Tappan, Walker, Wright, Wosdbury,and Young 
—li. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Ber- 
rien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Livans, Henderson, Huntington, Ker, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Paslps, Porter, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, South- 
ard, Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—26 

Mr. CALHOUN rose for the purpose of moving 
an adjournmen!. He did this not from any wish 
to delay; but the Senate had been in session nearly 
six hours, during a sultry and oppressive day; and 
he thought a proper regard to health required an 
acjournment. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said he would make a 
single suggestion. He dd not know whether the 
geoticmen had got through their :.mendments; but 
if they had, to-morrow they wished to go into Ex- 
ecutive business, and he would propose that the 
bill be taken out of Commitiee of the Whole, and 
be printed with the amendments, that they might 
take it up in the Senate. 


Mr. CALHOUN said there were yet a few 
amendments to offer, none of which, however, 





would probably consume much time; and gent'c. 
men on this side were willing that the bill shoutd be 
taken out of committee on Saturday, at farthes), 

Mr. WALKER said he had submitted an amend. 
ment, which he considered of the greate.t impor- 
tance, and which he should press to the extent of 
his ability—and that was the proposition to discon. 
nect the Executive with the banks and the mo; ey 
of this Government, by giving the election of the 
directors of this institution to the two Houses of 
Congress. 

Tne Senate then, at 4 o’clock, adjourned, 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, July 14, 1841. 

The journal of yesterday was read and approved 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, the call of the committees for 
reports was dispensed with. 

Petitions were presented by Messrs. GREIG, YOUNG 
BOWNE, MOORE, and KING. oe 

Mr. HUNT presented the memoria! of 176 citizens of New 
York, asking the passage of a bankrupt law; which was refer. 
red to the Judiciary Committee. Also, the memorial of Chaun. 
cey P. Ivis and others, of Lansinburgh, New York, upon ihe 
same subject: same reference. : 

The House then resumed the consideration of the resolution, 
heretofore offered by J. G. FLoyp on the McLeod case. 

Mr. YOUNG of New York, who was entitled to the floor 
spoke nearly an hour on the subject. He censured both the 
past and present Administrations for the manner in whicli they 
had conducted the negotiations. In the course of his remarks 
he sail he considered the patriots on this side of the ¢ anada 
line as actuated by the spirit of Lexington and Bunker Hii! 
and he would not go far out of his way to crush it. His cops:i- 
tuents were not now in a state of excitement on account of the 
burning of the Caroline—he begged pardon, he would use 
courtly language—“the affair of the Caroline.’ They, how. 
ever, felta deep sense of the indignity, and desired a prompt re- 
dress, He was a friend of the present Administration, and 
could see its faults as well as its virtues. He considered thig 
“affair”? as one which could scarcely find palliation. There 
was no gallantry or chivalry about it; it was a midnight mur- 
der, for which the leader had received the spurs of knighthood. 

Mr. Youno thought the President of the United States might 
have left the affairto the citizens of New York. The peopie 
of the western part of New York were not barbarians; they 
were civilized beings, and had courts; and with the aid of the 
United States District Attorney forthe Western District, were 
able to get along without the President or his Attorney Genera! 
This was no question of international Jaw, and the Presideut 
had no right to interfere with it. 

He said further, that when the President said he would di 
rect his Attorney toentera molle prosequi under certain cir- 
cumstances, he said a strong thing, and he believed he would 
not be sustained by the people ot New York. 

Mr. MORGAN obtained the floor, and said he had but a few 
remarks to make: but as the morning hour was nearly exhaust 
ed, he would postpone them until to-morow. 

Mr FILLMORE, (by unanimous consent,) from the Commit. 
tee of Waysand Means, reported a bill in relation to duties on 
drawbacks; which, having been read twice by its title, wae re- 
ferred, on motion of Mr. F., to the Committee of the Whole on 
the siate ofthe Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PICKENS said that the bill just reported was a most im 
portant tax bill, affecting vitally all parts of the country; and 
that he hoped the gentleman from New York, as chairman o! 
the Committee of Ways and Means, would refrain from resort 
ing to the rule which had heretofore becn applied on other bills, 
and which, in effect, amounted to the application ofthe previous 
question in Committee of ihe Whole. He (Mr. P.) hoped that 
a full, fair, and candid hearing would be allowed. 

Mr. FILLMORE said that beyond doubt the bill was a very 
important one, and he regretied that the indebtedness of the Go- 
vernment indispensably required its passage. It would, how- 
ever, be for the House and not for him to say when tie bill 
should have been sufficiently discussed. 

Mr. WISE moved that the House proceed to the considera: 
tion of the unfinished business of yesterday, being the bill makiog 
appropriations for the purchase of ordnance, ornance stores, 
and for other purposes; which said bil! had been reported fiom 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union without 
amendment. 

The motion having prevailed, the bill was taken up. 

And the question being on ordering it to be engrossed for a 
third reading — 

Mr. WISE moved the previous question; which was se- 
conded. 

And the main question was ordered, And having been or- 
dered to a third reading at this time— 

And the question being on its final passage— 

Mr. SNYDER asked the yeas and nays; which were re: 
fused. 

And the question being taken, the bill was passed. 


HOME SQUADRON. 

On motion of Mr. WISE, the House resolved itselfinto Com 
mittee of the Whole on the state ef the Union, (Mr. Gitmer 0} 
Virginia in the chair,) on the following bill, heretofore reported 
aoe THomas BuTiar Kine, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs: 


A BILL making appropriation for the pay, subsistence, &c. of 
a home equadron. E 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
nat for the pay and subsistence, increase and repairs, medi- 
cines and contingent expenses, of two frigates, two sloops, (wo 
small vessels, and two armed steamers, to be employed asa 
home squadron, the sum of seven hundred and eighty nine 
thousand three hundred and ten dollars is hereby appropriated, 
to be — out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise @p- 
ropriated, 
: r. KING had understood that this bill was not to be called 
up until the report on the subject was printed; but as the House 
had decided otherwise, he asked thata report, published in the 
Intelligencer of yesterday, might be read. ; 
Mr. WISE hoped the chairman would bring the committee to 
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There was so much confusion and disorder, that gentle- 


men could not be heard. = 
Mr. W. then proceeded to say that the principle of the home 
squadron had already been recognised by an act which was 


passed in the year 1837. Itwas aremarkable fact that that 
jaw originated from a cause which most clearly illustrated the 
necessity of a home squadron. In that year, it was suddenly 
telegraphed to the whole nation thata pirate was off the Capes 
of Delaware, and that the Vhiladelphia packet ship “ousque- 
hanna” had been taken and scuttled. And, strange to say, this 
nation, Withacommerce of two hundred and sixty-sx mil- 
jions—with more than ten millions afloat on the Pacific 
ocean, round Cape Horn—the nation had not even a vessel of 
the size of a schooner to protect trade in ports upon its own 
waters. It was true that, within a week or ten days after the 
alleged disaster to the Susquehanna was reported to have ec- 
curred, revenue cutters were manned and armed, and sent in 
search of the pirate that did notin fast, but might have taken 
the ship, probably with hundreds of thousands of specie on 
board, oa that part of the coas?, scuttled her, or scattered her 
io the four winds of heaven, whilst we might rever have known 
who did it, what had become of the vessel and crew, or any 
thing about them —and that, too, immediately uader the guns 
almost of our own homes. , 

Thisaffuir, hambug as it turned out to be, causeda billto be 
passed fora home sqaadron; and it “was the object of the 
bill now before the committee to carry out the object of that 
pill. The sum appropriated Ly the present bill was 
$739,310 per annum, adding only the increased sum of $152,400. 

Not only was sucha squadron necessary to obtain a proper 
knowledzeof own coast, iis hx: bors, depths, and shoa!s of water, 
and for the employment of the host of passed midshipmen and 
lieutenants who were passing their time asthey usually did in 
Eastern cities, instead of being at sea, but it was necessary for 
the vastly more important objects of a naval school—the best 
naval school that couid be devised for young officers. In this 
point of view the bill was more important than any thing he 
knew of. Anavalschool was as necessary to the naval ser: 
vice as the West Point Academy was to the Army, besides being 
anucieus of defence of emergency. 

Mr. W. then referred to the insufficiency of our naval forces 
in the Mediterranean, and on the Pacific, Brazilian, and West 
India stations, on none of which, hesaid, was there more than 
one-fifth of the national force that was required there. And in 
the Mediterranean he did not believe that wehad more than 
one-tenth of the force which we ought to have, amid the jar- 
ing elements of European war. 

fhe mere apprehension of war, had lately induced Commo- 
dore Hull to leave the Mediterranean; and one of the vessels be- 
longing to his squadron had sailed clear across the Atlantic. 

Mr. eILLMORE desired to be infcrmed by the chairman of 
the Committee on Naval Affairs [Mr. Wise] when these armed 
stearners, Which were being constructed, would be ready for 
ure? 

Mr. WISE said he could only say that the proposition made 
by the Secretary of the Navy and the Board of Navy Com. 
missionérs was, thet this home squadron should be set afloat 
immediately; and he presumed that, very shortly after these 
appropriations were made, these two steamers would b> com- 
pleted When that would be, precisely, he could not say. 

Mr. FILLMORE said that wasthe exact point on which he 
desired to be informed. 

Mr. WISE said he could not state the specific time, but he 
presumed the steamers would soon be ready. All that was 
needed was the money. 

Mr. KING regretted thatthe chairman (Mr. Wiss] had called 
up this subject before the report was printed. With a view to 
test the sense of members, he moved that the Commitee rise, 
and the subject be postponed until the day after to-morrow. 

Mr. CAV& JOMNSON rose to a point of order. He sub- 
mitted to the chairman that this bill did not come within the 
rule adopted by the House, prescribing and limiting the sub 
ject-matter of its action. 

The CHAIRMAN said the question was now on the mo‘'o2 
that the committee rise. 

Mr. WIS was understood to say that there were two things 
rep rted—the first thing was this bill, which wes based on the 
report of the Secretary of the Navy and ofthe Board of Navy 
Commissioners, ‘Chen there was a_ resolution on an entirely 
distinct subject. He hoped the committee would not rise; but 
woull dispose of this bill, because he had all the data before 
him whith were necessary to enable the committee to act un- 
derstandingly. 

Mr. McKAY hoped the committee would rise. The bill 
was &@ most important one, and he hoped that time would be 
allowed to members to obtain all the information which the do- 
cuments referred to would furnish. 

The CHAIRMAN again stated the question to be on 
rising. 

Mr. STANLY siid that ifthe gentleman himself who had re 
gortel this biil(Mr. Ktnc] was not ready toact upon it, he 

upposed the commitice could not be. 

Tellers were ca!led for on the motion that the committee rise, 
and, eo ordered, Messrs. ATHERTON and Pops were ap- 
pointed, 

And the question being taken, the vote stool—Ayes 78, 
noes 39, 

And thre was no quorum voting. 

Mr. WISE appealed to Mr. Krno to withdraw the motion 
that the committee rise, and not to embarrass the operations of 
Ty this bill. He (Mr. W.) repeated that he had before him all 
the data which could not be required to justify the passage of 
this bill, from the report of the Secretary of the Navy and the 
reportofthe Board of Navy Commissioners. 

After some conversation— 

Mr. KING withdrew his motion. 

Mr. FILLMORE then moved that the bill be laid asice for the 
present, aid that the committee proceed to the consideration of 
the bill making appropriations for various fortifications, for 
reemances, and for preventing and sppressing Indian hosti- 

Mr. WISE opposed the motion. The Home Squadron Bill 
Was much more important than this. 

Mr. STANLY was understood to inquire of the Chair whe- 
ther the rule did not require that a quorum should present be- 
fore any business could be done? 

Mr. BRIGGS hoped the Chair would ascertain the fact whe- 
ther a quorum was in the House or not. 

Mr. KING renewed his motion that the committee rise. 

Gentlemen without the bar were requested to come within the 
bar and vote, : 


































When the question was taken on the motion that the commit- 
tee rise; and the vote stood—ayes 87, noos 50. 

Sothe committee rose and reported progress on the Home 
Squadron Bull. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a communication from 
the President of the United States, in answer to a res 
the 21st ultimo, calling upon him for “such authentic imforma 
tion as may be in his possession’ in relation to the seizure of 
American vessels by Briush armed cruizers, under the pretence 
that they were engaged in the slave trade; 

Which was, on motion of Mr. C. JOHNSON, laid on the table 
and ordered to be priated 

Mr. CAVE JOU NSON (after some conver’ation) gave notice 
that he would, at the proper time, make the point of order sug 
ges ed by himin Committee ot the Whole, that the Home Squa- 
dron Bill embraced a subject-matter not contemplated in the rule 
ad opted by this House. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, witha view, 
he intimated, of takiag up the for’ification bill 

Mr. McKAY suggested that a difficulty, similar in character 
to that which had been by the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. Kino] as applicable to the home equadron bill, 
met the House on this bill also. He hel! in his hand a document 
containing explanations of the items of this bill, which had been 
printed, but which had only just been laid upon the tables of the 
members. No opportunity had, as yet, been allowed to examine 
them. 

Some conversation followed; afer which, the question was 
taken on the motion of Mr. FintmMoags, which, by ayes 107, noes 
not counted, was agreed ‘o. 

The House then again resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Wintusop of Massachu- 
setts in the chair. ] 

Mr. WISE moved that the committee take up the home squa- 
dron bill. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the committee take up the forti- 
ficatioa bill. 

The motion of 
jected. 

And the motion of Mr. Futmore was agreed to. 

FORTIFICATION BILL. 

So the committee took up the iTouse bill No. 8, being a bill 
making appropriations for various fortifications, for ordaance 
and for preventing and suppressing Indian hostilities, 

And the bill having been read through 

Mr. FILLMORE said that 





vtution of 


sugzeste: 


Mr. Wisz, by ayes 58, noes 70, was re- 





the general necessity of putting 


*the country into a state of defence at this time, without refe- 


rence particularly to any apprehended difficulty with foreign 
nations, was a subject so well understood, that it was not neces- 
sary for him to speak to that point at all. 

The explanations which had come from the War Depart- 
ment, of the several items of the bill, were so ample and so 
definite that it would only be a waste of the time of the com- 
mitteato enter into any additional statements or explanations. 

He would, therefore, content himself with replying to any 
interrogatories which gentlemen might desire to put to him, 
and which it mizht be inhis power to answer 

Mr. CLIFFORD desired to ask a question of the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, [Vr. Fiunnmors.) He 
(Mr. C.) desired to know wheiherit hal ever vecured to the 
Committee of Ways and Means that there was not an appro- 
priation ofone dollar in the bill for the defence of the State of 
Maine; and whether it was the intention of the chairman of 
that committee to propose any amendment to provide for the 
public defence of that State, or of any portion of it?) The an- 
swer to this inquiry would have an influence on the vote he 
should give. 

Mr. FILLMORE said that, so far as he knew, it was not the 
intention of the Committee of Ways and Means to propoze any 
amendments for additional works. As regarded the State of 
Maine, it would be seen that there was an estimate fora new 
work in the report of the Secretary of War. 

{Mr. F. here read an extrac: therefrom. } 

his was included among the appropriations for new 
works, which had gone to the Committee on Millitary AlTairs, 
and which had not been before the Committee of Wavs and 
Means. Nor was there any estimate before the Committee 
of Ways and Means for any other work in the State of 
Maine. 

Mr. CL'FFORD. Then Lam correct in supposing that not 
one dollar is appropriated for the State which I in purl 16>re- 
sent. Am Icorrect? 

Mr. FILLMORE. Tam not aware ofany thing. 

The bill wasthen read by items. 

When the following paragraph was read, 

“For Fort Delaware, Delaware river, provided the title t» the 
Pea Patch island shall be decided to be in the United States, in- 
cluding twenty-two thousand seven hundred and seventy dol- 
Jars, carried to the surplus fund January 1, IS1!, fifty thou- 
sand dollars.” 

Mr. TOLAND moved an amendment going, in substance, to 
provide that if the title tothe Pea Patch island could not be 
obtained, the fortification might be erected at some other point 
after a suitable survey had been made. 

In explanation and support of the amendment, Mr. T. stated 
that it would not atfect the amount appropriated, while it 
would operate to put an end to the Jong delay which had here- 
tofore occurred in having the defence of the Delaware river 

rovided for. The title to the little islant called the Pea Patch 

ad long been in dispute—both the Sta‘es of New Jersey and 
of Delaware claiming i's jurisdiction, and an individual clam. 
ing itas his private property. The case had been tried in the 
United States circuit court in New Jersey, and decided in favor 
of the claimant, who had thereupon been put in possession. 
The United States had then brought an ejectment suit in the cir- 
cuit court of Delaware, and obtained judgment in favor of the 
Government. Under these conflicting decisions, the officer 
holding the fort for the United States hal consented to hold it 
as tenantat willunder theclaimant. While the apprepriation 
was made inthe contingent form in which it appeared itthe 
pill, the actual application of the money seemed likely to be 

os(poned indefinitely. The difficulty might be avoided either 
- selecting a different site for the fortress, or by resorting to 
floating batteries. 

If the Secretary of War could succeed in purchasing out the 
claimant, then the amendment would have no effect, and 
would not be needel; if not, then it made a practical provision 
to secure the defence of the river. He presumed there could 
be no necessity for his going into any remarks on the impor- 
tance of such defence. The vatious towns and cities situated 


on the banks of the river, the city of Philadelphia itself, the 
United States navy yard, the marine hospital, and arsenal, the 
canal which formed a link in the great chain of internal commu. 
nication running North and South along the coast, so important 
for the transportationof ordnance and munitions of war, be- 
sides all the vastamount of private property and of human 
lives which were now open and exposed to the first auack of 
an enemy, must spe ik their own importance to the most unte- 
flecting mind. Mr. T. ssould not say a word on the prospect 
or probability of a war; it was admitted on all handathat she 
time of peace was the time to prepare for war 

Mr. JONES ot Virginia understood the amendmen! aa giv- 
ing the Secretary enire discretion as to where the sum appro- 
priated should be expended. Sucha discretion was in direct 
conflict with a standing standing rule adopted by the House tn 
reference to appropriations for public works, und which pre- 
scribed that no appropriation should be introduced into a gene- 
ralappropriation bill for any other than works already autho. 
rized by law. A fort on the Delaware, ata point to be selected 
by the Secretary, would be a new work. The rule was a good 
one, and intended to prevent the hasty commencement of new 
works when no sufficient opportnnity had been afforded for com. 
paring the relative merits of different sites. 

The CHAIR decided the amendment not to be in 

Afier some discussion on the question of order 

Mr. TOLAND moditied his amendment so as (o strike out the 
following proviso: “Provided the title to the Pea Patch island 
shall be decided to be in the United States.” 

He urged the importance and necessity of having some ade- 
quate defence provided for interests of so great magnitude, and 
expressed his hope that mere considerations cf dollars and 
cents would not be suffered to prevent it 

Mr. FILLM ‘RE opposed the amendment. He apprehended 
there was little danger that an enemy would ventuie to advance 
so farup the river as to strike at Philavlelphia; and there were 
other points beside this which micht be availed of a8 points of 
defence. Toappropriate unconditionally $50,000 ioward the 
works on the Pea Pa‘ch Istand would only augment the difficul 
ty ofsettling the title; the demands of the claimant would grow 
withevery such addition to the value of the property. He 
thought it best fo leave the appropriation as if stood iu the bill, 

Mr. SERGEANT stated it as his impression that there was 
now no suit pending in relation to the tide of the Pea Patch Isl- 
and, butthat the tide had been decided: but that there waa now 
a negotiation going on between the New Jersey claimant and 
the agent ofthe United States. The Government now held the 
island as a tenantat will under the claimant, and by eo doing 
had acknowledged his right to the property: it eould no longer 
resist his claim, and was liable to be turned out of possession 
at anytime. Inthe mean what became ot the Delaware river 
and all that vast amount of public and private property wh ch 
lay upon its banks above the point where the fort was situated? 
Mr. 8. wentinto a history of the original establishment of the 
poat: the island oa which it stood had at that time been a bank 
of mud, without any value: there was at that time no claimant 





der, 





heard of When the post was erected, although ht had no 
strength in itself, ithid operated to desiroy entirely the value 
of a little work situated higher up the river, which had once 


beencalled* Port Mad,” and was aft 
name of * Fort Mifiln;” this had fallen into entire neglect and 
dec ry, and was inhabited only by crows: so that, In exc! ange 
for a fort, thougha small one, to defend it, Philadelphia and 
the whole property on the river had got a laweuit; and it was 
to be defended only in court. Whepever a proposal was 
brought in to prov.de suitable fort'ficationa, in came that law. 
suit to puta steptoit. He hoped no such objection would be 
insisted on now, ata period when every one almitted that possi- 
bly the country might be exposed to hostilities, 

Thete was nothing to stop an enemy that chose to enter the 
waters of the river. The largest vessel in the American Navy 
had gone down the river; and the British had, during the laet 
war, taken accurate soundings of the bay, and he did not doubt 
were better informed as to ita depths and shoals than we were. 
A force propelled by steam might ascend the river to a great 
distance, though they would not probably remain there very 
long. They had made rapid butehort incursions when they at- 
tacked Washington and Baltimore; but it must be remembered 
that Great Britain was a nation always in arms, and prepared 
at any time tostrike the first blow, while the American peo- 
ple were, as a nation, unarmed. Yet their power was immense, 
It had, ia fact, no limit, shortof the population of the country. 
When the spirit of her people was once roused, America was 
furtiiied impregnably. There was no country that could bring 
so greatoc so good a military force into the field. The first 
onset wasall we had todread, But, if weecould, by proper de- 
fences prevent, that onset, it wasso much clear gain. Mr. &. 
had no apprehensions as to the ultimate result of any contest 
which was to be waged upon cur soil, What we had done 
when we had but a population of three millions, we certainl 
could do now, when our popuiation was seventeen millions, i 
any nation should be silly enough to assai) ua, the longer the eon- 
test should last, the havder ehe would find it to get out of it. 
But if we could throw impedimentsin the way by putting our. 
selves in a proper state ot defence, poseibly we might aveid all 
contestentirely. Me hoped Congress wouid not go on in regard 


wards dignified by the 


to this subject in the sane way it had done—putting it off and 
putting it off, tilla crisis came, and then doing every thing in 
the wildest haste. He trustedthe appropriation would be made, 
and would be applied. 

Mr. RODNEY of Delaware, after adverting fo the admitted 
importance of defending the Delaware river, stated the dilapi- 
dated condition of the fortress on Pea Patch Island. He consi- 
dered itas not worth to the Government a single dollar; even 
the piles on which the fort rested were decayed, and would have 
allto be taken up. Delaware had ceded the istand to the United 
States; she still insisted on her vriginal right to it, and was pre- 
pared to proved it before any competent tribunal; but ehe was 
no party to the present negotiation as to the possession of the 
island; that lay between th: individual claiming under New 
Jersey, and the United States, Delaware never would yield 
her claim to the jurisdiction of the river, which she mast do if 
she gave up her original utle to the island. The language of 
the bill presented an erroneous view of the fact. The title had 
been decided, and the proviso in the appropriation would forever 
portpone its effect. Was this river and all that lay on ite banks 
to be forever left undefended because of this unhuppy lawsuit? 
Let the proviso be stricken out, or else let the whole item be 
stricken from the bill, and let a memorial be presented by al! 
those concerned, and a distinct bill be reported. He protested 
against this endless delay. 

Mr. RANDOLPH referred to something which had been 
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said as implying, according to his understanding of it, an intima: 
mation that the claim of the individual who rested on the decision 
ofthe courts of New Jersey was worthy of no consideration, asa 
thing trumped up to make a speculation out of the Govern- 
ment. On the contrary, the owner of ibis island had been in 
the possession of tt from the first, and had beeu turned off his 
Property «¢ the pomto! the bayonet when the ind was seized 
&4 8 Proper site jor a fortification, and so deep an! so eirong had 
been his sense of the injus ice done him, Uiat i nad unseitled lis 
mind, and he had died alu atic. 

Mr. R. went into an account of the trial before the circuit court 
in New Je sey, and stated that when the decision of the judge 
(Baldwin) ha! been submitted to Mr. Butler, the Attorney Ge- 
neral of the United States, he had admitted it to be sound, and 
had forbidden any writ 0) error to be filed. The plaintiff had ob- 
tained execution, ousted the tenant of the Government, and 

Of possession of the premises; after which a jort resolution 
fad passed both Houses directing the Secretary of War to pur- 
chase his title if it should be deemed necessaty. Mr. R was 
Opposed to the amendment; an unconditional appropriation 
would only lead the owner to raise his demands, under the 
Dersuasivn that the Government must have the property atany 
price. ‘ 

Mr. R. made some remarks on the proceedings in the cir 
cuit courto! Delaware. ‘ihe claimant had received no notice; 
there had been in tact no trial, and judgment had gone against 
him andin favor of the United States by default: the sentence 
ought now to have been carried into execution. He thouzht 
the Government should be sure of us utie before it expended 
ite money. He agreed that the river must b: defended; but 
he presumed some other point might be selected for that pur- 


Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania considered gentlemen as all 
having one object in view, viz. the defence of the river, with 
all that pertained toit. There were two plans on which this 
object might be attained. One was, to procure the title to 
the Pea Patch by negotiation, since legal decisions had been 
had both ways. The Governinent hai adopted a resolution 
empowering the Secretary of War to give $50.000 for the 
title; the claimant demanded $100,000. Meanwhile the Go- 
vernment had expended millions in erecting works on the 
island, a considerable portion of which materials would be, as 
he underatoo}, available toward a new work. Would they 
abandon ali that been done for the sake of $100,000? If they 
were going on with a negotiation, then it was clearly bad 
policy to appropriate uncondivvnsally, as was proposed by the 
amendmen’. 

But there was anothe: plan which might be adopted; and 
that was, to take possession and keep possession of the island, 
nolens colens, vider the sovereign power which belonged to 
the United States. The property was needled; take it for the 

ublic use, and satisfy the owner as io otler cases of the like 

ind. If we were to go on this plan, then the sum ia the bill 
wastoosmall. Let the man have a full aod adequatecompen- 
sation for his property; pay tiim full value jot his property, and 
let him go. Ii the river was to be fortitied at all, thea the sooner 
it was done the better. Mr. B. here reierred tothe period when 
a war had been apprehended with France, an order had been 
given to put Fort M fflinin a state of defence, and it had been 
cominenced in the dead of winter; vast sums had been used 
and totally wasted; and if the same apprehension should be- 
come pressing in relation to a contest with Great Britain, we 
should be very likely to pursue the same course again. He was 
for taking the property by virtue of the power in the Constitu- 
tion, of taking private property for public use, and holding it, 
and going on ty complete the fort without delay. This island, 
if island that might ve called which was litle else thin a bank 
of mud, had not, at the beginning, been worth twenty cents of 
any man’s money, and it was not until after it attained value 
from the occupauon of the Government thatany claim had been 
set up, much Jess this enormousdemand. He should treat such 
a claimant with very little ceremony, when his claim stood in 
she way of the comuion defence and geueral welfare. 

Mr. HOLMES made some remarks very imperfectly heard 
by the Rep. cter. He assented to the necessity of the work being 
completed forthe defence ofso much valuable property. The 
Constitution provided that a fortutication might be made within 
the limits of any State with the assent of that State; and in this 
case he had no doubt that all the Siates having any claim to 
the jurisdiction of this Pea Patch Island would willingly cede 
their claims to the United States. The doctrine of the emi- 
nent domain did not apply to States, which were sovereign 
themselves, but it did apply to individuals; and he had no idea 
that the duty of the Goverament towards the ciizens, affording 
them protection against the assaults of foreign enemivs, was to 
be arrested anit paralyzed by the claim of an individual for 
9100,00) in pay for a bank of worthless mud: let the property 
be used: and then let the individual seek and obtain his remedy 
by arbitration and appraisement. : 

Mr. WISE doubted whether the appropriation was in order: 
the works on this island wereso completely dilapidated that if 
any thing was now to be done, it would in fact be a new work. 

Me. RODNEY explained the present condition of the for- 
reas and island. 

Mr. TOLAND wet into some details as to the burning down 
ofthe former fort, and what had been done since. 

Mr. WISE was coniirmed in the view he had taken, that, if 
erected now, 1 would in reality be a new work, An ancestor 
of the geatleman from Delaware [Mr. Ropney] had once said 
that “Delaware liked to take Virginia under her protection.” 
Mr. W. liked now to return the favor, and would go for stiking 
out the proviso: should the motion succeed, he should then 
regard the appropriation as one for a new work: and if it was 
proper to begin one new work, it was so to begin another: he 
should then look roun! through other sections of the Union, 
and see whether there wore no other poiats, particularly on the 
frontier, which needed to be fortified quite as much as this 
jaland in the Delaware. He should begin with Michigan. 
There was Detroit, within reach of the British balls: there was 
the harbor ai Mackinaw. He could name adozen other places 
which required defence more imminently than the Pea Patch. 
He was against the whole bill; because it came in collision with 
the increase and improvement of the navy. These defences by 
huge masses of stone were fifty years behind the age, There 
were improvemenisevery day developing themselves which 
would go to supersede such defences. Mr. W. spoke of some 
man who had proposed an invention by which a single indi- 
vidual could olow up and destroy the British navy: science 
was constantly opening new diseoveries, and showing how anti- 

uated modes of warfare might be dispensed with. True we 
loaned twelve millions of dollars, and we were about to 
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increase the tariff, but he doubted if both would be sufficient 
to carry out the magnificent plan laid down for our fortifica- 
tions. He was willing to repair such works as stood in need of 
it; but the main arm ofour defence was the nary. This would 
require every dollar we could raise. He would vote to strike 
outihe proviso, and then for new works upon the lakes; and, 
after that, he would give all the money the Government had to 
appropriate to the erection of steamships and floating batteries 
and to put our ships in a state to meet the enemy. 

Mr. INGERSOLL next addressed the committee, but from a 
position where much of what he said was lost atthe Reporters’ 
seals. He was understood as admitting that the grounds taken 
by Mr. Wiss might be well founded, but insisting that it was 
still his duty to advocate an appropriation for the defence of his 
constitnents, 

{Mr. 1. now took a different position in the House, and what 
he said was better heard. ] 

He stated the great extent ofdestruction which a single armed 
steamer might effect, by running up the De'aware river, and 
admitted it to be possible that, afier this ravege and destruc- 
tion, she might escape again to sea. The difference between 
the offer ofthe Government and the demand of the person claim- 
ing the Pea Patch island, after allowing fo~ what had gone into 
the surplus fund, amounted but to about $17,000. Was this to 
he a consideration. when-so many lives, and such an incalcula- 
ble amount of public and cf private property wasat stake? As 
to taking anew point of defence, it was impracticable. Officers 
fully competent to decide, after a full examination of the /ocale, 
the currents, the shoals, the soundings, and every thing that 
ought to be looked toin determining on the position of the fort, 
had come to the conclusion that this island presented the only 
appropriate spot fora fortress which should fully command the 
river and the approaches of a hostile force. As to Fort Mifilin, 
it lay above the mouth of the canal, as well as above many of 
the towns upon the river. As to any constitutional difficul- 
ty, Mr. I. would adopt the whole responsibility of any con- 
stitutional question involved in making the proposed appropri- 
ation. 

After some remarks upon the bearings of the doctrine of tke 
eminent domain, Mr. I. said that as to the individual who had 
pressed like an incubus on the application of the appropria- 
tions made, he should adopt toward him a very simple process. 
How were our canals, our railroads, and all our other great 
public works accomplished? If the epposition of individuals 
was permitted to stand in the way, not one of them wouid ever 
have been completed; he should take private property for pub- 
lic nse, and then do justice to the individual owner. As to Fort 
Mifflin, it was insuch a condition that the very guns could not 
he found; they had hecome so imbedded in grass and mud as 
scarcely to be visible; it had besides heen stripped of every 
thing for the Florida war. He hoped gentlemen would not 
think $17,000 too much to give to secure the defence of Phila- 
delphi 

Mr. McK AY corrected Mr. Incersous as to his estimate of 
$17,000 as all the difference in negotiation between the Govern- 
ment and the owner of the Pea Patch. It was,in truth, 
$50,000; for thongh $22,000 had gone to the surplus fund, it 
could not be got; so that it ought not to be taken Into account. 
Mr. McK. dwelt also on the unconstitutionality of erecting 
forts within a State without the consent of the State and a deed 
of cession of the soil to be occupied; unless the land was so 
ceded, it must be obtained by purchase. 

Mr. FILLMORE opposed the amendment. The island in 
question was initself of no value; all its value was from the 
expenditures of Government upon it; the more these were in- 
creased, the harder it would be to deal with the owner; for his 
claim was not founded on the value of the property, but on 
what the Government would be forced to pay forthe title. Mr. 
F. was opposed toa forcible seizure under the right of eminent 
domain. A constitutional question might arise, whether the 
Constitution, in allowing private property to be taken for pub- 
lic use, contemplated real estate,or only personal? Besides, 
when a piece of cround was ceded by a State to the General 
Government fora fort or dock yard, not only the tile went over, 
but the jurisdiction also; but should Government, by its emi- 
nent domain, seize land within a State for public use, a question 
would arise whether it thereby obrainedthe jurisdiction at all, 
though it might geta title. Jurisdiction would depend on the 
assent of the State Legislature. Anddid you wish the Govern- 
ment to own a fort where it had no jurisdiction? He preferred 
retaining the proviso as it stood; or he would consent to modify 
it so as that the appropriation should be made upon condition 
that the Uni ed States shall be able to purchase the title to the 
island 

Mr F. replied to the speech of Mr. Wist. He had been 
era ified to hear him express himself so kindly to the gentleman 
from Delaware [Mr. Ropney;] but he found, afterward, that he 
was just as willing to decapitate the bill. As tothe Navy asan 
arm of defence, Mr. F. was as much in its favor as the gentle- 
man could be; but hesaw noargumentin that for neglecting our 
fortifications. And why were we to give upon these ‘masses of 
stone?” Why, truly, because some man had made a discovery 
of some mode by which one in‘ividual could blow up the whole 
British Navy!—yes, all the fleets in the world! Were we to 
abandon all our defences, and every mode of warfare heretofore 
relied on, to wait for the perfecting of this great discovery? If 
so, had we not better send to the British Government, and ask 
them to defer any attack on us till then, and then we should be 
ready tomeetthem? Mr. F. preferred looking tu the common 
gense of mankind, than engage in any such wild goose chase as 
blowing up the whole British Navy. 

Mr. F. here went into some explanation why this bill had 
been reported by the Committee of Ways and Means, and not 
by the Military Committee. This had always been the usage 
as to the bill for works in progress, though not for new works. 

Mr. HALSTED moved an amendment to the amendment, 
namely, to strike out all of the proviso, and to insert, “provided 
the United States can obtain the title to the Pea Patch Island.” 
Mr. H. said he agreed with the gentleman from North Carolina 
{Mr McKay] and the gentleman from New York [Mr. Fitt- 
mors] that the United States ought not to appropriate more 
money, to be employed on this work, until they shall obtain a 
title to the island. He thought that was the point at which to 
place a fertification; but the demand of the owner of the island 
Wis most exorbitant. He thought that we ought not to await 
the resulc of a suit. I/ Congress did nothing ull a suit was de- 
cided, they might wait till doomsday. There were decisions 
both ways. Mr. 1H. wished the Secretary of War to be clothed 
with power to investigate the case, and decide which was the 
good title. He cared not which ae decision might be, but 
as s00n as the Secretary should declare the United States to have 
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a good title to the land, then he was willing to a i 
na bere d that h ee 
r. JOD said that he was not opposed to the d 

the Delaware river; far from it; and if he could see ae 
cal benefit that was to grow outof the amendment proposed by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. ‘foLanp,]} he should 
readily vote for it; but all Congress might give under such a 

amendment, must only increase the difficulty of settlement The 
mn cow asked a hundred thousand dollars; pass this AD} ro 
priation and he would ask a hundred and fitty thousand. Be. 
sides the Urited States could get no jurisdiction until the island 
was ceded according to the Constitution. Unless this were 
done, the State would have the right to tax the property, as 
Pennsylvania had taxed the Passy unk arsenal. - 

Mr. MORGAN was surprised that any man should be in fa. 
vor of the amendment. Nobody would so actin his own pri- 
vate affairs. Who would expend money ona farm when he 
knew he had no title? 

Mr. RANDALL of Maryland replied to the argument ot 
Mr. McKay, who had urged that the title to the fort, if not 
ceded, must be obtained by purchase. True this was the word 
employed in the Constitution; but what lawyer did not know 
that the technical meaning of the word purchase comprehended 
every mode of acquisiften of property, except by descent? And 
in that sense. no doubt, it had been employed by the framers of 
the Constitution. 

Mr. R. stated that, in 1813, the State of Delaware had ceded 
the Pea Patch island to Government asa part of its territory: 
Government had taken possession of it for the purpose of 
erecting a fort; and ten years aftercame up aclaim wader the 
State of New Jersey, for all the islands in the Delaware 
were subjects ofdispu’e between New Jersey and Delaware 
Now, iftheclaimant hat stood by for ten years, and had re. 
frained from making his claim, while the Government were 
expending money on the land, his claim was not worth a 
farthing. 

Mr. RANDOLPH said the gentleman was under misap. 
prehension. The claimant had been in peseeien from the 
first, and had been forcibly removed. He had pleaded hisclaim 
ever since. 

Mr. RANDALL resumed, and opposed the appropriation 
of any money until the disputed title should be settled, 
He thought it would be better to abandon theisland alto. 
gether, and choose another site. What was the use of spend- 
Ing money on a thing that was immediately to be thrown 
into court? 

Mr. HALSTED modified his amendment, but the Cuarr pro 
nounced the modification not to be in order, 

The question was then taken on the amendment proposed by 
Mr. T: Lanp, and negatived. 

Mr. HALSTED now moved to add, afier the words Delaware 
river, “including $20,770, which has gone into the surplus 
fund, $50,000, whenever the tide shall be vested in the United 
States.” 

Mr. EVERETT was in favor of the amendment, because, 
if the title was now in the United States, the money would at 
once be laid out. 

Mr. CLIFFORD opposed it, as going on!y to enhance the de- 
mands of the present claimant. 

Mr. HALSTED briefly replied, in explanation and defence 
of 4 amendment: but, the question being taken, it was re. 
jected. 

Mr. GAMBLE of Georgia moved to strike out the entire item 
of appropriation for the Pea Patch; and the question being 
taken, his motion was carried without a count. 

So the appropriation for the fort on Pea Patch Island was 
stricken out of the bill. 

Mr. CLIFFORD moved to amend the bill, by inserting an 
appropriation of $6,600 for the repair of Forts Preble and Scam- 
mel, in Portland harbor. Mr.C. briefly supported his ainend- 
ment by stat‘ng the present dilapidated condition of these works, 
and the entire exposure of the city of Portland, together with 
the whole coast of Maine, to the atacks of a maritime foe. With 
an extent of three hundred miles of seacoast, she was the third 
State in the Union in point of tonnage, while her northwestern 
frontier was, at the same time, exposed to the British forces in 
Canada 

He had been greatly astonished on finding that the bill did 
not contain one dollar of appropriation for that State. He quo- 
ted the report of an engineer, and presve 1 the claims of the har- 
bor of Portland with much earnestness. 

Mr. FILLMORE said that this item had not been before the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and of course they had not in- 
vestiga'ed it. 

Mr. McKAY oppased the appropriation on the ground thal, 
in the general classification which had been made of fortifica- 
tions to be appropriated for, these forts in Portland harbor had 
not been included in the first clasa, which contained - works of 
pressing necessity. 

A a of order was raised in relation to the item pro- 

osed. 

‘the CHATR decided that the amendment was in order, pro- 
vided any law had been passed authorizing appropriations ‘or 
these works. 

Documents were consulted by Messrs. CLIFFORD and Mc- 
KAY; Mr. CLIFFORD insisting that there was a law, and that 
fifteen hundred dollars had been appropriated. = 

Mr. C. now moved that the committee rise; which motion 


peels: the committee rose; and, thereupon, the House ad- 
journed. 





IN SENATE, 
Tnunspay, July 15, 1841. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the procecdings of a 
meeting of the ci izens of New York, held in the 
Park, containing certain resolutions passed in rela- 
tion to American citizens beld in captivity in Van 
Dieman’s Land. The interference of Government 


is solicited in their behalf. Mr. W. said the lan- 
guege was mild and temperate in all respects, and 
he would move that the document be laid on the 
table and printed; which was agreed to. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the memorial of 
a number of citizens of New York, in favor of & 
bankrupt law. 
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Alo, from a number of citizens of Richland, Os 
wego county, New York, for the enactment of a 
bankript bill. 

The Senate then proceede:! to take up the resolu- 
tion submitted by Mr. Bucnanan, calling for the 
name: of all persons removed from office since the 
gth of March; 1841; the amendment of Mr. Man- 
com pending, calling for the names of al! persons 
removed since the 4th of March, 1829, to the 4th 
of March. 1841. 

Mr. BENTON said he had some remarks to 
make on the subject before the question was taken. 
if agreeable to the Senate, he would rather it 
would lie om the table, or be passed over infor- 
mally. 

Toe resolution was laid over by general consent. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said he would be glad 
if the Senate would consent to take up the loan 
bill, reported from the other Houre. The pressing 
necessity of the Treasury required prompt and 
speedy action cn it—there was no time to be lost. 
He presurre would not occupy much time, the 
necessity G the measure would be so obvious. 

Mr. CALHOUN urged the propriety of giving 
precedence to the busiaess already before the Senate 
asa special order. It was better to proceed in ac: 
cordance with the good old rule, to finish one thing 
bs‘ore another was taken up. 

Mr. CLAY said he had as much reluctance as 
any Senator on the other side to impede the pro- 
gress of the Bank bil!; he was quite as much disposed 
io finish that bill before any other measure was taken 
up as the Senator from South Carolina could be. 
The Senator from South Carolina would see, if he 
candidly looked into the matter, that there was an 
uigent necessity for taking ap the loan bill, with a 
view of providing for the exigencies of the Trea- 
sury. He (Mr. Cray) would state the condition 
of the Treasury, and then the Senator would see a 
necessity, an imperious necessity for acting wi'h- 
outdelay. There would be expended during the 
present year somewhere abou! twenty-four millions 
of dollars; thus requiring at the rate cf two mil- 
lions per month. He had yesterday learned from 
the Treasury Department that there was but nine 
hundred thousand dollars on hand—not more than 
enough to cover the expenditures of a fortnight. 
He would put it to the Senator—he would put it to 
the Senate—onght there to be any de!ay—ought 
not time to be given, after the passage of the loan 
bill, for selling sufticient cf the stock to keep the 
Treasury in funds? He therefore hoped gentle- 
men would permit the loan bill to be taken up this 
morning—he could not antieipate any serious ob- 
jection—but if there was, he should, of course, 
submit, and follow the usual mode of giving rno- 
tice, and fixing a time for taking it up. 

Mr. CALHOUN, in reply, was very indistinctly 
heard; but was understood to say, that he thought 
the Senator’s precipitation of his measures was a 
very extraordinary mode of proceeding. Ata mo- 
men’s warning of an exigency, the Senate was 
called upon to pass, with haste, a measure of more 
importance, and of more serious consequences, 
not only to the country, as a forced measure of an 
extra session, bat to our successors, perhaps, for 
generations, than any that had ever yet been at- 
tempted at one session since the foundation of the 
Government. If the necessity was so urgent, why 
had not the Loan Bill been pressed earlier on the 
atiention of Congress? 

It is one more of those great and dangerous in- 
novations which call for the utmost caution and 
deliberation; yet, before the measure in hand is 
half through its discussion, this loan bill is attempt- 
e4 to be precipitated, and, perhaps, carried, wih- 
out time for reflection or debate. If the Senator 
‘com Kentucky really felt disposed to act up to 
his own urgent suggestions, put forward a day or 
two since, to get through his Bank bill without 
waste of time, he [Mr. Catnoun] would make him 
& proposition to which ke could notin fairness, or 
wih consistency, object. It would obviate the 
necessity of interrupting the progress of the Bank 
bill, and, without forcing a discussion of indefinite 


length on the loan bill, obtraded out of time and 
place, afford relief to the Treasury in the simplest 


and most expeditious way practicable, ander the 
cucumstances of the case. 
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The Senator says there is a great deficit in the 
Treasury, and sti!! the Bank bill, the Land bill, 
and every other measure, had been pressed on their 
consideration in advance of it. Let the mater tie 
over until the business before them was finished; 
or, if the great necessity which ‘he Senator from 
Kentucky bad spoken gf really existed, he [Mr. 
C } would bring forward a proposition for a tem- 
porary issue of Treasury notes, which would re- 
lieve the Treasury at onc’; and he thought it infi- 
nitely better to resort to this expedient. 

Mr. CLAY had one werd to say on the subject 
of time. When at the early part of the session he 
had urged upon the Senate the necessity of action, 
and the example this grave body ovght to show of 
despatch in the public business, he was met by the 
Opposition with the cry of what is the use of such 
huriy; the other branch of Congress would be so 
far behind that it never could catch up. The cry 
way, ‘“‘Why precipiiate business? there is plenty 
of time for discussion—go on as we may, we shall 
be in advance of the House.” Now what was the 
faci? They were absolutely behind the House; the 
land bill, this bill, and others, had been passed by 
that body; and with all those important measures 
before them, taking up their time, it was asked 
why they had not brought it up earlier. The 
House had been treading on the heels of the Se- 
nate, and at last got the start of it a long way in 
advance of the business of the session? The reason 
was cbvious. The majority there is for action, and 
has secured it. Some change was ca'led for in this 
chamber. The truth is, that the minority here con- 
trol the action of the Senate, and cause all the de- 
lay of the public business. They obstruct the ma- 
jority in the despatch of all business of importance 
to the country, and pariicalarly those measures 
which the majority is bound to give to the country 
without further delay. Did not this reduce the 
majority to the necessity of adopting some mea- 
sure which would place the control of the business 
of the session in their hands? It was impossible to 
do without it; it must be resorted to. 

Now, as to the proposition of the Senator from 
South Carolina—could he really be serious? could 
he imagine fora moment, that after all that had 
passed about the Treasury note scheme, the present 
Administration could entertain such a proposition? 

Mr. CALHOUN, from his seat, said in reply, 
that he sincerely and candidly believed that it was 
infinitely better than any plan of the Administra- 
tion party. 

Mr. CLAY said the Senator might as well ask 
him to go fora Sub-Treasury, and forego the 
Bank. No, no; he went for the real old fashioned 
way of borrowing meney by a regular Joan biil, 
and not for shifting expedients. 

Mr. CALHOUN asked why had not the loan 
bill been taken ap in the othrr Howe before the 
land bili? If the exigencies of the Treasury de- 
pended for relief on the !oan bill, why was it kept 


known? As tothe sneersat the Treasury note 
scheme, they were no proof that it was not infinitely 
better, and if immediate relief were the only consi- 
deration, infinite'y more expeditions and availa- 
ble than the Joan bill. He could assure the Se- 
nator he was mi:taken if he calculated on beirg 
able to obtain immediate relief for the Trea- 
sury from the loan bill. The Senate could 
nei be made to pass it ina day, at the word 
of command, The Senator from Kentucky tells 
the Senate the other House has get before 
it. Elow has the other House got before the 
Senate? By a despotic exercise of the power of a 
majority. By destroyinz the liberties of the people 
in gageing their Representatives. By preventing 
the minority from the free exercire of its right of 
remonstrance. This is the way the House has got 
before the Senate. And now there was too 
much evidence to doubt that the Senate was to 
be made to keep up with the House by the same 
means. 

Mr. CLAY said the Senator wanted to know 
why the House had not taken up the loan bill before 
the land bill. He really could not tell him why; he 
must refer him to the House itself for an answer. 
With regard to the Senator’s allusions to the con- 
trol of the business in another branch of Congress 


I 
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by the majority, he (Mr. Cray) was expecting eve-~ 
ry moment that the President of the Senate would 
cali him to order, for it surely was not competent 
in this body to: animadvert on the action of the 
other. Butas he bad indulged in anticipation, to 
put the matier beyond doubt, he (Mr. Cray) would 
have the Senator to know that he would resert to 
the Constitution and act on the rights insured in it 
to the majority, by passing a measure that would 
insure the contre! of the business of the Senate to 
the majority. If he did not adopt the same means 
which bad proved so beneficial in the other House, 
he would have something equally efficient to offer. 
He had no doubt of the cheerful ad ption of such 
a measure when it should come betore the Senate, 
So far from the rule being condemned, he would 
venture to say that it would be generally approved. 
It was the means of conrcelling the business, 
abri¢ging Jong and unnecessary speeches, and 
would every where be hailed as cone of the greatest 
improvement of the age. He thought it would be 
necessary to resort to similar means or scme other, 
to give the majority a control of the business in the 
Senate. Lock at the facts in thiscase. Here 
already three weeks and a half had been spent 
in amendment afier amendment to this bill, 
being discussed and debated at as full length 


| as if the whole bill was on its final pas- 
| sage. Yetifa proposition is urged to confine 
debate to the merits or demeri's of each 


amendment, there is an outery made about abridg- 
ing the liberty of speech. Was such a course as 
that adopted on the other side proper?) Was it 
such as would be tolerated by the American peo- 
ple? Did Senators on the other side think that the peo- 
ple would complain that speeches were cut off which 
would prevent the public busiress from being car- 
ried on? No such thing: but they think they know 
the people. Now, he knew the peop'e too, and he 
knew they were not geing to complain about the 
abridgment of long speeches iff Congress. They 
want their business to be done—they want action, 
and notso much talk abont it. ‘The people will 
be very glad to find they can get the measures they 
are so impatient for, carried through without the 
useless delay of waiting for long speeches to be 
delivered. He recollected once meeting with one 
of the most intelligentand truly sensible men it had 
ever been his gocd fortune to ba acquainted with, 
and he was struck witha remarkabie saying of his; 
it was that he considered it utterly impossible for 
any man, he did not care what his genius was, to 
speak sensibly or usefully on any topic for more 
than a quarier of an heur, Wha’, then, he (Mr. 
Cray) would say, was the ure of such speeches as 
are here made? There were two hua'red and for- 
ty members in the other House; if each was to 
consume an hour, when would a session terminate? 
and yet the restriction would be complained of. 
The greatest grievance complained cf by the peo- 


| ple with regard to Congress, is the delay of public 
in the back ground till the fate of the land bill was | 


business by long speeches. 

Mr. KING said the Senator complained of 
three weeks and a half having been !o-t in amend- 
ing his bill. Was not the Senator aware that it 
was himself and his friends had consumed most of 
that time? But now that the minor:ty had to take 
it up, the Senate is told there must be a gag law. 
Did he understand that it was the intention of the 
Senator to introduce that measure? 

Mr. CLAY. I will, sir; 1 will. 

Mr. KING. I tell the Senator, then, that he 
may make his arrangements at his boarding house 
for the winter. 

Mr. CLAY. Very well, tir. 

Mr. KING. Did not the Senator, in the begin- 
ning of the session, press forward his favorite mea- 
sure, the Bank bill, by “removing the rubbish,” as 
he called the Sab-Treasnry, declaring that it could 
not be delayed a moment, in order to give to the 
people this Bank bili? The Sub-Treasury was re- 
pealed to make room for this splendid Bank; and 
now thatJwas to be set aside, all at once, to make 
room for something else, while the delay was to be 
charged upon them. The loan bill was now to be 
forced. It was the Bank bill at the beginning of 
the session. If ‘here was any real necessity for it 
then, it existed still. He (Mr. Kina) to test that 
point, was ready, and he would undertake to make 
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EL teense, 


the proposition for his {riends, to get through wih 
their amendments to day and to morrow, and let 
the bill go to the volte on Saturday, or Monday at 
farthest. No, no: that would not do. 
tor did not row want tori-k that. Some of his 
friends were absent, they must be waied for. 
With whom, then, was the delay?) The Scnator 
from Kentucky had forgotten his own coune and 
that of his friends when they were in the minority. 
Look atthe panic sessiva. Did they not consume 
six months in debating every measure, however 
trifling in itself, for political effect? And were he 
and his friends to be resricted from presenting 
their views on measures so momentou} 

He (Mr. Kina) was truly sorry to see the hono- 
rable Senator so far torgeltting what is dus to the 
Senate as to talk of covrcing it by any possible 
abridgement of i's free action. ‘The freedom of 
debate had never yet been abridged in that body 
since the foundation of this Govcrument. Was 
it fit or becoming, after filiy years of unrestrained 
liberty, to threaten it witha gag law? He could 
tell the Senator iha', peaceable a man as he (Mr. 
Kina) was, whenever it wos attempted to viviate 
that sanctuary, be, for one, would resist that at 
tempt even unto the death. Perhaps all this wes 
unealied for; bu: the occasion would be some ex- 
cuse. He was for tesiing the question of the 
Benator’s power to carry bis Bank bill. Let it be 
called up now, and fet ihe couniry judge between 
the Senator acd the Opposition, whose was the 
fault of delay. He (Mr. Kine) would undertake 
to say that there should be no delay on the part of 
his friends. Let this Bank bill be disposed of at 
once, and then the Sena‘or can take up bis other 
measurcs in their due order. Much as be detes ed 
a National Baaok, te would not create delay by 
laking captious exceptions; buat he and his friends 
ought to deliberate first, and act afterwards. 

Mr. BENTON would take this opportunity to 
say a word on this menace, so ojten thrown out, of 
a design to siifly debate, acd siop amendments to 
bills in this chamber. He shonld consider such an 
atlempt as mucha siclatoa of the Constitution, 
and of the priviieges of the chamber, as it would 
be foramilitary userper to enter upon us, at the 
head of his soldiery, and expel us from our 
seats. 

It is not in order, continued Mr. B.—it is not in 
order, and would be a breach of the privilege’of 
the House oi Representatives, to refer to any thing 
Waich may have taken place in that House. My 
basiness is wit) our own chamber, and with the 
threat which has so ofien bren uttered on this floor, 
during this exira session, of si flmg debate, and 
cutting off amendments, by the introduction of 
the pieviou- question. 

W ith respect to deba'es, Senators have a cunsti- 
tutional rigni to speak; and while they speak to 
to the subject befure the Huse, there is no power 
any where tostop them. It is a constitutional 
right. Whena nem’ er departs from the question, 
he is to be steppcd: itis ihe duty of the Crair— 
your duty, Mr. President, to stop him—and it is 
the duty of ihe Senate to sustain you in the dis- 
charge of this duty. We have rules for conduct- 
ing the dcbatcs, and these rules only require to 


be enforced in crder to make cebates de- 
ceat and instiuctive in their import, and 
brief and reasonable in their daraueon. The 


Government bas been in operation ab ve filty 
years, and the frecdum of debate has been som-- 
times abu-ed, especialiy during the last twelve 
years, when those out of power made the two 
houses of Congress the arena of political and elec- 
tioneering combat against the Democratic Admi- 
nistration in power. The liperty of debate was 
abused during this time; bat the Democratic majo- 
rity would notimpore gags and mazzles oa the 
mouths of the minor.ty; hey would not stop their 
speeches; «considering, and justly considering, that 
the privilege of speech was inestimable and inat- 
tackable—ihat some abuse of it was inseparable 
from ils enjoyment—and that it was better to en- 
dure fa temporary abuse than to mcur a total ex- 
t:nction of this great privilege. 

But, sir, debate is one thing, and amendments 
another. A long speech, wandering off from the 
bill, is a very diiferent thing from a short amend- 
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inent, directed to the texture of the bill itself, and 
intended to increase i's beneficial, or to diminish 
its prejudicial, action. These amendments are 
the point to which L now s,eak, and to the nature 
of which I particularly invcke the attention of the 
Senaie. 

By the Constitution of the United States, each 
bill is to receive three readines, and cach reading 
represents a different stage of proceeding, and a 
different mode of action under it. The first read- 
ing is fer informatioa onli; it is to let the Houve 
know what the bill is for, what its contents are; 
and then neither d bate nor amendment is expect- 
ed, and never occurs, except in extraordinary cases. 
The second reading is for amendments and debaie, 
and this reading is usvally takes place Commit- 
tee of the Whole in the House of Repiesentatives, 
and in quasi commities in the Senate. The third 
reading, af er the bill is engrossed, is ‘or passage; 
acd ihen it cannot be amended, and is usually 
voted uron with litte or no debate Now, 
it is apparent that the second reading of the 
bill is the important one—that it is the jegislative 
—the law making—reading; the one at which the 
collective wisdom of the House is concentrated 
upon it, to free it from defects, and to improve it 
to the utmost—to illustrate its mature, avd trace ils 
consequences. The bill is drawn ap in a commit- 
tec; or itis received from a depariment in the form 
0. a projet de li, and igported by a ermmilttee; or 
it is he work of a single member, and introduced 
on leave. Tce bill, before perfected by amend- 
ments, is the work of a committee, or of a head ef 
a department, or of a single member; and if 
amendments are prevented, then the legislative 
powsrof the House is annihilated; the edict of a 
Secretary, of a committee, or of a member, be- 
comes the law, and the collected and concentrated 
wi dom and experience of the House has never 
been brought to beer upon it. The previous ques- 
tion cuts off amendments; and, therefore, neither 
in England nor in the United States, until now, in 
the House of Representatives, bas tbat question 
ever been applied to bil's in Commitee of the 
Whole, on the second reading. This question an- 
nihilates legislation, sets at nought the wisdom of 
the Hou:e, and expunges the minority. Itis al- 
ways an invidious question, but seldom enforced 
in England, and but little used in the earlier pe- 
riods of Gur own Government. [thas never been 
used in the Senate at all, never at any stage of the 
bill; in the House of Representatives it has never 
been used on the seeond reading of a bill, in Com- 
miitee of the Whole, until the present se-:sion— 
this session, So ominous in its cali and commence- 
meut, and which gives daily proof of its alarming 
tendencies, and of its unconstiiutional, dangerous, 
and corrupting measures. The previous question 
has never yet been applied in this chamber; and to 
apply it now, at this ominous session, when «ll the 
old Federal measures of fifty years ago are to be 
conglomerated into one huge and frightful mass, 
and rushed through by one convulsive effort; to 
apply it now, under such circumstances, is to 
muzzle the mouths, to gag the jaws, and tie up the 
tongues of those whose speeches would expose 
enormi'ies which cannot endure the light, and pre- 
sent to the people these ruinors meesures in the 
colors in which they oughtto be seen. 

The opinion of the peep'e is invoked—they are 
said io be opposed to long speeches, and in favor 
of action. Bat, do they want action without de- 
liberation, without consideration, wi hout knowing 
what we are doing? Do they want bills without 
amendments—without examination of details— 
wi hout a knowledge of their effect and operation 
when they are pas:ed. Certainly the people 
wi-h no such thing. They want nothing which wi!l 
not bear discussion. The peop'e are ia favor 
o! discussion, and never read cur debates with more 
avidi y than at this ominous and critical extraordi- 
nary session. Bat | can well conceive of those who 
are against those debates, and want them stifled. 
Old sedition Jaw Federalism is against thems: the 
cormorants who are whetting their bills for the 
prey which the ac's of this session are to give them, 
aie agaiast them: and the advocates of these acts, 
who cannot answer these arguments, and who 


shelter weakness under dignified silence, they are 





all weary, sick and tired of a contest which rages 
on oneside only, and which exposes at once the 
badness of their cause and the defeat of its de. 
fenders. Sr, this call for action! action! action! 
(as it was well said yesterday) comes from those 
whose cry is, plunder! plunder! plunder! 

The previous question, and the old sedition law, 
are mezsures of tie same character, and children 
of the same parents, and intended for the same 
purposes. They are to hide light—to enable those 
in power to wosk indarkness—to enable them to 
proceed unmolesied—and to permitthem to esta. 
blish ruinous measures without stint, and withou: 
detection. The introduction of this previous ques. 
tion into this bedy, I shall resist as I would res st 
its conversion into a Bed of Justice—Lit de Justice 
—of the ol.t Fiench monarchy, for the registration 
of royal edicts. In these Beds of Justice—the 
Parliament formed into a Bed of Justice—the 
Kings before the Revolution caused their edicts to 
be registered without debate, and without amend- 
ment. The King ordered it, and it was done—his 
word became law. On one occasion, when the 
Parliament was refractory, Louis XLV. entered the 
chamber, booted and spurred—a whip in his hand 
—a horsewhip in his hand—and stood on his feet 
uctil the edict was registered. ‘This is what 
has been done in the way of passing bills 
without debate or amendment, in France. Bur, 
in ex'enuation of this conduct of Louis the 
14th, 1t must be remembered that he was a very 
voung man when he committed this indiscretion, 
more derogatory to himself than to the Parliament 
which was the subject of the indignity. He never 
repeated in hisriper age, for he was a gentieman, 
as weil as a king, and in a fifty years’ reign never re- 
peated that indiscretion of his youth. True, no 
whips may be brought into our legislative halls 
to enforce the gag and ihe mezzie, but I go against 
the things themse!ves—:gainst the infringement of 
the right of speech—and against the anniailation 
of cur legislauve faeulies by annihileting the 
right of makiag amendments. Igo against these; 
and say that we shall be nothing bat a bed of ja - 
tice for the registration of Presidential, or partisan, 
or civil chiefiain edicts, when debates and amend- 
ments are suppressed in this body. 

Sir, when the previous question shall be brought 
into this chamber—when 1t shall be applied to our 
bills in our quasi committee—I am ready to see 
my legislative life terminated. I want no seat 
here when that shall be the case. As the Romins 
held their natural liver, so do I bold my political 
existence. The Roman carried his life on the 
point of his sword; and when that life ceased to be 
honorable to himself, or usefulto his country, he 
fell upon his sword, and ¢ied. This made of that pec- 
ple the most warlike and heroic nation of the earth. 
What they did with their natura! lives, | am wi'- 
ling to do wih my legislative and political exist- 
ence: | am willing to terminate it, either when it 
shall cease to be honorable 'o myself, or useful to 
my counry; and that I feel wouli be the case 
when this chamber, stripped of its constitutional 
freedom, shali receive the gag and muzzle of the 
previous qaestion. 

Mr. CLAY said as to the proposition of the Se- 
nator from Alabama to test the question on the 
Bank bili, now or in a day or two, did he not per- 
ceive that in the very remarks be had made him- 
self, he had given a very good reason why a ‘air 
‘est could not be taken; that was, the absence ol 
some Senatcr:? 

Mr. KING said he believed there was no one 
absent but the Senator from Virginia, (Mr. 
Rives } 

Mr. CLAY said that Senator knew that one 
friend had been called away by the iudisposition of 
his family, and the Senator from Virginia, too, 
was absent, though he did not know, as far as thal 
bill waz concerned, whether it wou'd be considered 
a cause of great lamentation. He (Mr. Cray) 
would, however, say that after a'l, he thought ibe 
gentleman on the other side would find it was bet- 
ier to go on with the public business harmoniously 
and geod ham redly ioge:hsr, and all would get 
along better. He would remind the gentiemen of 
their own course when in power, and the frequeat 
occasions on which the minority then acted with 
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: courtesy in allowing their Treasury note billsto |} and, if he did not, it would be bis political rain. | ‘The SPEAKER replied that one member had since voted 
- ass, ard on various other occasions. He though: He had every thing on the issue, hence his impa = ee ~~ 
. Mae understvod that they wese to go into Execu- || tience to pronouace jadgwent again-t the right of | “THB FORTIFICATION BILL. 
, ive session, and afterwards tate up the loan bill, || the minority to discus: his measures. {| _ The ee ae ~ = onan pm ° a 
4 He shou'd feel it his duty to take measures lo give Mr. CLAY bh p d the Senater wou'd allow him | eo of forts Preble and ream- 
the majorily the con!rol of the business, mavgre all | to say that on no occasion had he offered to pro= Mr. FILLMORE said that he would call the attention of the 
: he ponaces that bad been made. Whe! had been || nounoe jodzment.  Secettcemiienss woke sarhans ikeer sat ere 
: their course when in a minority? When the chair- Mr. LINN said he had" understord him to say coats of the expenditure of that sum, at d there had bese no 
man of the Committee on Finance brought for ward that if the Sena'e was disposed to do as he thought | furtoer recommendation of any sum for those forts. He yee. 
e his measures for the issue of Treasury notes, the it ousht to do, they would adopt the same rule as | terday had the impression of this appropriation was made 
. pecessily of the case was pleaded, and in no in- the other House. ; hoped, therefore, as the House and the commt ce had no 
stance Was there more than an hour’s debate on the | Mr. CLAY said, certainly he meant thar. information on the subject, the amendment would not be 
: bills. With regard to the Treasury noe sysiem, Mr. LINN said very well; if the Sena or was in Pree. nines toss iamseal ete eeentdecneie Rida i 
= it was the policy of the last Administration, while | such a critical condition as to be obliged to Say he York was correct. The appropria‘ion was made at the leat 
a a loan would be the: policy of the present. They eanpot gethis measures through wishout cutting |} Congress. He, however, was ofopn fon that a further sum 
. preterred the good old-fashioned inode of doing || off debates, why does he not accept the proposi- rvs ge as ah ee — eee feel 
z business, doubting the expediency of the othei; and tion of taliog the vete on his Bank bill on Mon- a th nize J to withdraw hisa nendme ntas the amounts apprepri- 


they had reavon to think that something like a reci- day? If he brings forward mea-ures that bave |} ated last year were not sufficient to vender any essential service, 
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proca! kindaess would have been exercised, pari - 
enlatly when the condition of the Treasury had 
been stated. 

Mr. CALHOUN rose to reply. 
observed the bour had expired. Wot yet, (said 
Mr. C) there isa minute,and { avail myself of 
that misate. Mr. C. said he thought this business 
closely analogovs to the alien and sedition Jaws 
Here wasa palpable attempt to infringe the right 
of speech. He would tell the Senator that the mi- 
nori'y had rights under the Constitution which they 
meant to exercise, and let the Senator try when he 
pleased to abridge those rights, he would find it no 
easy job. When had that side of the Sen>te ever 
sought to protract discussion unnecessarily? [Cries 
of “Never! never!”] Where was there a body 
thathad less abused its privilege-? If the gag- 
law was attempted to be put in force, he would re- 
sist it 10 the last. As judgment had bzen pro- 
nounced, he supposed submission was expected. 


[Here it was 


The unrestrained Iiberiy of speech and freedom of || 


debate had been preserved in the Senate for fifty 
years. But now the warning was given that the 
yoke was to be put onit which had already been 
placed on the other branch of Congress. There 
never had been a body in this or any other country, 
in which, for such a length of time, so much dignity 
aad decoram of debate had had been maintained. 
It was remarkable for the fact, the range of discus- 
sion was less discursive than in any other similar 
boty known. Speeches were uniformly confined 
to the subject under debate. There cou'd be no 
pretext for interference. ‘Tnere was nose but that 
of all d:spotisms He would give the Senator 
from Kentucky notice to bring on his gag measure 
assoon as he pleased. He would find itnosuch 
easy matter as he seemed to think. 

The moraing hour having expired, 

Mr. LINN a-ked for a moment to make a few 
remaths. 

The CHAIR said it was not in the power of the 
Chair to g.ve teave. 

Mr. LINN said he would not occupy more than 
a minue or two, 

Toe CHAIR said there was no discretionary 
power—the usual course was to ask the leave of 
the Senate. 

Mr. LINN. Well, sir, I ask the leave of the 
Senate. 

Leave was given. 


Mr. LINN said it was an old Scottish proverb, 
that threatened people live longest. He hoped the 
liberties of the Senate would yet outlive the threats 
of the Senator from Kentucky. But, if the Izsh was 
\o be appliéd, he would rather it was applied at 
once than to be al vays threatened with it. There 
Is great complaint of delay; but who was causing 
'he delay now growing out of this threai?. Had it 
not been made, there would be no necessity for re- 
pelling it. He knew of no disposition on the part 
of his friends to consume the time that ought to be 
given to the public business. He had never known 


his triends, while in the majority, to complain of 


dscussion. He knew very well, and could make 
allowances, that the Senator from Kentucky was 
placed in a very trying situation. He knew,'a!so, 
that his political friends felt themselves to be in a 
vely criteal condition. If he brought forward 
measures that were questionable, he had to encoun- 
ter resistance. But he.was in the predicament that 
he had pledged himself to carry those measures, 


been battled against successfully for a quartei 
of a century, is it apy wonder that they should 
be oppose’, and time should be demanded to dis- 
cuss them? The Senator is aware that Whigery 
is dyiog off in the country, and that there its no 
time to be los’; unless he and his friends pass 
these measures they are ruined. All he should 
say tohim was, pass them if he could. If, in or- 
der to do it, he is cbliged to come on with his gag 
law, he (Mr. Linn) would say to his friends, let 
them mect him like men. He was not for threa- 
tenirg, but if he was obliged to meet the crisis, he 
woutd do itas became him. The rules adopted 
were always for themsslves, ap! acainst the mi- 
nority. What was this loan bil? Was it, like 
Treasury notes, to pay out forclaims dve? No, it 
was to anticipate claimsrot due. Why not, then, 
hold it over and meet the claims due in the 
Shortest and most obviovs way?) The hurry is so 
great, thatto get it passed, we are threatened with 
ameasure Which will consume a whole week in 
disevssion. 

Mr. CLAY, from his seat, asked, Did the Senator 
mean to say a week would be consumed in Excu- | 
tive session? | 

Mr. LINN said he did not; he meant that a week 
wonld be consumed in the discus: ion of the gag law. 

Mr. BERRIEN moved to go into Executive 
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Oa this a debate arose asto a point of order under 
thenew ru'e, which on-pied some tenor fifeen mi- 
n»tes, Messrs. TALHOUN, CLAY, KING, and 
ALUEN participating. 

The CHAIR decided the motion to go in'o Ex- 
ecutive business to be in order. 

Mr. CALHOUN took an appeal from the | 
decision, but withdrew itat the suggestion of friends | 
behind him. 

Mr. CALHOUN asked where was the necessi- | 
ty of going into Executive businessthen? Could | 
they not goon withthe business before the S<-- 
nate for some two or three hours, an] go into ex- | 
ecutive ses:ion at the close of the-day? | 

Mr. BERRIEN did not think ita proper sub- 
ject to discuss. Didnot feel himself at liberty to 
state reasons. 

Nr. CALHOUN would ask if the reasons were | 
very urgent. 

Mr. BERRIEN could only say such was his | 
impress'on, 

The Senate then went into Executive sess'on; 
and, after remaining therein for a considerable 
ume, adjourned. 


Tuvurspay, July 15, (841 

The journal of yesterday’s proceedings having been read, 

Mr. FILLMORE asked his colleague |Mr. Morcan]} who was 
entitied to the floor, on the McLeod case, to give way and allow 
the House to resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole on 
the state ofthe Union, for the purpose of resuming the consi- 
deration of the Fortification Bill. 

Me. ATHERTON objected, and called for a division; when 
it was found that only 78 members voted—45 for going into 
committee, and 33 against it. 

Mr. TRUMAN SMITH moveda cal! of the House; which 
was ordered. The call was proceeded with until 140 members 
answered to their names, when, 

On motion of Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS, the call was discon- 
tinued; and 

Mr. FILLMCRE again moved to go into committee; and upon 
a count, the Speaker announced that 63 members voted for, and | 
57 against it; and that there was no quorum. Immediately af- | 
ter this announcement, the Speaker called Mr. WintHRop to | 
the chair. | 

Mr. CAVE JOHNEON said he had understood the ®PEAK- 
ER to say that no quorum had voted, and asked the 
SPEAKER how they had got into committee? 
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last year; and on examination, he found the fact so tobe. He 
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session. 
| 
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Ife knew thatan appro) ration was necessary, and woukl rather 
his amendment should be voted down than to withdraw it, 

Mr. FESSEND&#N said that when the loan bill was before 
for the House a few days since, he gave his support to it on 
the ground, among others, that a part of the sum demanded was 
of immediate and pressing necessity, for the repair of fertifica- 
tions recommenced by 
tent formed a debt 


the Secretary of War, and to that ex- 
which muet be provided fur. The bill now 
before the House 1s predicated upon that recommen ‘ation. He 
had examined the reesous civen forthe appropriations now 
required, and they strengthened his previous Impression. The 
sums now demanded were of immediate necessity for the re- 
pair of public works, andhe cid not feelinclined to ebjeetto 
the bill because noapprosriaion was made for Maine; nor 
should he, until satistied that the same pressing necessity ex- 
isted there. He dil not conceive that this special eession of 


Cougresa was the ume to introduce matters net preesed 
upon the attention of Congress by the proper Depart- 
ments. 

Mr. F. further satd that his attention had yesterday been 


called to the fact that an appropriation had been recommend 
ed to the last Congress for the repair of Forts Preble and Scam: 
mel, lying atthe mouth of Portland harbor. Fer this engges- 
he wae indebted to his cotleague [Mr. Crirrorp] ard he (Mr. 
F ) felt under obligations to his colleague for making it. At 
the time, he aupposed that the appropriation there r com. 
mended had not been made, and he saw no reason why it should 
not stand upon the same ground with these recommended by 
this bill. He was unalle to conceive why this point had been 
thus apparently passed over by the Secretary and the Commit. 
tee of Wayaand Means. It now appe at the appropriation 
was mae, and he recollected that reoairs had been going on 
at Fort Scamme! within a short period. He spoke from hear- 
sav, for, although both forts laid within a short distance of his 
iwe'ling, he had never@isi'ed either in his life. 
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r these circumstances, and Inasmuchas there is 
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Unde no re 
commen: lation for further aj yropriations for these forts from 
the proper Deparunent, as we have no information as to the 
amount required, as nothing is known about the expenditure of 
the appropriation made last year, and ashis attention had net 
been calied to the subject by any of his constituents, he did not 
fee! disposed to press a further appropriation by way of amend. 
ment to this bill, when it could evidently effect nothing, and 
would ten! to embarrags the measures now recommenced. He 
felt as much interest in this matter as any gentlemen could, as 
those fortifi ‘ations laid at the entrance to his own town, but he 
could not see the propriety of embarrassing an apprepriatio. 
bill of this character with such amendments, unless 'mperi- 
ously called for, Me shoult vote against all such, let them 
come from what quarter of the country they might, and le was 
willing to begin with his own. Their effect was embarrasa- 
ment only; and whatever course his colleague might feel 1 
his du y to take, he should not support any amendment of 
the kind, under auch circumstances, but should wait the action 
of the Committee on Military Affairs, to which it propeily be- 
longed. 

After a few remarks from Mr. DAWSON, the question was 
iaken, and the amendment was rejected 

Mr. ATHERTON offered an amendment, appropriating 
$4,000 for forts in Portsmouth harbor, N. I. 

Mr. FILLMORE eaid that this appropriation had not been 
brought before the Committee of Ways aad Means in any way, 
and therefore he would not coneent to it 

Mr. ATHERTON said the forts could not be used at all, un- 
less they were repaired; and for that reason, he had asked for 
an appropriation. 

Mr. DAWSON was against any amendment to the present 
bill, and did not seem to be willing to vote for the bill as it had 
been reported by the committee. He wished to see some gene- 
ral system adopted, before such large appropriations were 
made. 

Mr. EVERETT asked what was the present situation of 
Portsmouth harbor, in regard to fortifications. He answered, 
that an enemy could destroy all the public property there in 
ten hours. In the present espect of things, he thought we 
should at least make appropriations for places where we had 
wavy yards. They were warranted by both economy and 
prudence. He therefore hoped the ameodment would be 
adopted. 

Mr. FILLMORE sald surveys were first necessary. 

Mr. ATHERION said it was necessary, in the mean time, 
to put the present forts in a condition to protect the publi¢e pro- 
perty at Portsmouth, where the Government now had one ship, 
two brigs, and a vast quantity of timber. 

The amendment was rejected without a count. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Maryland offered the following amend- 
ment: 

“For providing for the defence of the port of Havre-de Grace, 
in the State of Maryland, if, in the julement of the chief of the 
Engineer Department, with the approbation of the President of 
the United States, it be, or become necessary, a sum not exceed. 
ing twenty-five thousand dollars.” 

Mr. FILLMORE raised the point that this amendment wes 
not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN decided that, under the 76th rule, the amead- 
ment was not in order. 

Mr. WILLIAMS appealed from ‘the decision of the Chair; 
and, after a few remarks from him, the question was taken, 
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And the committee affirmed the decision of the Chair. 

So the amendment was ruled out of order. 

Me. FsLUMORE, for the purpose, he said, of reserving the 
question, as he was apprehensive that there was some mistake 
about the matter, would move to reduce the appropriation for 
Fort Washington from $35,000 to 5.000. 

Mr. F. said he had addressed a letter to the Secretary of War, 
for the purpose of ascertaining how the fac's stood. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SNYDER inquired of the Chair whether, if he reduced 
the amount from $5,000 (which was the proposition that had 
been rejected yesterd cy) to $20,000 for repairs of the fort on Pea 
Patch Island, the amendment would then be in order? 

The CHAIRMAN said it would. 

Mr. SNYDER thea offered his amendment, which renewed 
briefly the discussion of yesterday in relation to the tide to this 
isiand,and in which Messrs. FILLMORE, SNYDER, and 
IOLAND. took part 

Mr. BROWN of Philadelphia offered an amendment to the 
amendinent providing for the purchase of the Pea Patch Island, 
anda survey of the bay and river Delaware, with reference 
to another site for a fortification; which was decided by the 
Chairman to be out of order. 

Mr. bb. said that ail attempts to fortify the Delaware were 
either pronounced out of order or voteddowa. Before the last 
election, it was made cause of complaint against the late Admi- 
nistration, that they had been opposed to Pennsy!vania inte 
reais, and reference was made to her defenceless fortifications, 
her abandoned breakwater, and her neglected navy yard; and it 
was promised .hatif the administration was changed, ail these 
would receive the support of the new Administration. He (Mr. 
B.) now called on the new Administration party to redeem their 
promises, and notadd another proof to “the truth of the re- 
mark,’ said by General Harrison to have been ‘made by a 
Roman consul two thousand years ago, that a most striking 
contrast was observable in the conduct of candidates for offices 
before and afier obtaining them—they seldom carrying out, in 
the later case, the pledges and promises made 1) the tormer.”’ 
If some provision (said Mr. B.) was not made for the defence of 
the Delawure, he would vote against the whole bill. He would 
not agrce \o place the whole seaboard ina situation to resist an 
eneimny,anid leave the Delaware open to receive thatenemy; it was 
inviting them to come there, and would place those who live 
on the waters of the bay and river, and particularly the citizens 
of Philadelphia, ia a far worse condition than ifthe whole coast 
was. as defenceiess as the Delaware. la the latter case the 
whole coast woul! fare alikke—in the former, his constituents, 
and their neighbors, would have to bear the whole incursions of 
theenemy, without the means of resistance. He trusted no 
Penaszyivanian would vote for so unjust a biil. 

Tire amendment was furtherdebared by Messrs. FERRIS, 
GAMBLE, BIDLACK, and GORDON; when 

Mr. SNYDER, at the request of his colicague, (Mr. Brp- 
LAGK } withdrew his amendment, announcing his intention to 
offer 1. in the Ilouse, where the sense of the House could be 
tested upon it. 

And the bill having been gone through with— 

Mc. SHEPPERKD of North Carolina, rose, with the inten- 
tion (as the Reporter understood) of making some general re- 
marks on the bill, but yielded to 

Mr. BARNARD, who expresse 
mendment. , 

Mr. Barnaro desired, he said, to addiess an inqniry to the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means (Mr. Fixt- 
MORE.} Among the recommendations fiom the War Depart. 
ment for appropriations to be made, there was a sum of forty 
thousana dojlars (Mr. B. was understood to say) proposed to 
be appropriated for arrearages of money already Que, and mo- 
ney necessary for the purpose of preserving the public works 
upun various harbors and rivers. He desired to know whether 
it was proposed to introduce a bil! at the present session ap- 
Propriating mouey ior these purposes? 

Mr. FILLMORE said that the subject had been under the 
consideration of the Committee of Ways and Means, and that 
the committee hadcome to the conclusion not to report in fa- 
vor of the object alluded to. 

Mr. BARNARD said that he would propose an amendment 
covering tie appropriations to which he had referred. He 
begged leave to refer, 10 the first place, to the documents ac- 
companying the Presideni’s message; and particularly to a 
letter from Colonel Abert, who has all under his charge, with 
a single exception—the Hudson river improvement. That let- 
ter informs us of the necessity of the appropriation, The 
greaier part of the muncy is actually due. The residue, about 
$12,000, was for paying agents for taking care of the public 
works. It would be seen that the largest portion 1s actually 
due for labor already performed. The appropriauon is re- 
commended by the President. Yetit is undoubtedly true that 
we were to have noreport from the committee asking for mo- 
ney for these objects. 

Ve have heard of an “under current” in the committee; and 
he thought it was that uader current that had swept away the 
appropriations recommended by the President. Ue wished to 
see if there was the same under current in (Ais House. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolima calied Mr. BDarnarp to 
order. 

Mr. BARNARD said he was only stating matters of his- 

wy. 
Mi. Bagnarp now dropped the “under current” branch 
of the subject, andl reada Jewer from Col, Talcott, requesting 
asmail appropriation fr the Hudson river, and stating that a 
large amount of property would be lost: without it. Col. Tal- 
cou aeked jor $2,000, and said he had the approval of the Secre- 
tary of War in doing so. 

Mr. B. concluded, by saying that $28,000 was needed to pay 
mechanics and laborers for work done; and $14,000 for the pre- 
servation of the work. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he was not less anxious than his col- 
leage that appropriations for these objects should he mage, but 
he (Mr. F.) felt bound to raise the point whether the amend- 
ment was in order. If it was admitted, it opened the door to 
ail others. 

He would suggest to his colleague the propriety of disembar- 
rassing the bill by withdrawing theamendment, and introduc- 
ing the resolution in the House finstructing the Committee of 

ays and Means to report a bill for this object. He (Mr. F ) 
for one, would give such a resolution his support, because he 
deemed it justand right. And ifthe chairman of the commit- 
tee thought that this was alegitimate and proper amendment 
here, he (Mr. F.) would vote for it. 

The CHAIRMAN remarking that it was usualto make ap- 








hia desire to offer an a- 
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propriations forharbors and fortifications in different bills, 
ruled the amendment to be out of order. 

Mr. BARNARD wok snappeal from the decision of the 
Chair, which was argued for some time hy Mesers HUNT, 
BABCOCK, W. W. IRWIN, FILLMORE, and BARNARD, 
when the question being put, the decision of the Chair Was sus- 
tained. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said he had taken the pains to look into 
the amounts which had been appropriated for some of these 
fortifications during the period he had had a seat in Congress, 
andas an example he jad selected two works, viz: Fort Inde- 
pendence and Fort Warren in Boston harbor, and had found 
that for Fort Warien there had been appropriated in 1836 two 
hundred thousand dollars; in 1838, one hundred thousand do} 
Jats; in 1839, forty thousand dollars; in 1840, one hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars; in 1811, $45,090; and there was now pro- 
posed to be added one hundred and five thousand dollars: mak- 
Ing in all six hundred and forty thousand dollars. For Fort In- 
dependence there had been appropriated in 1836, one hundred 
thousand dollars; in 1835, fifty thousand dollars; in 1839, twenty- 
five thousand doilars; in 1840, one hundred thousand dollars; 
in 1841, thirty-five thousand dollars; and in this bill, sixty-five 
thonsand doflars: making in all three hundred and seventy five 
thousand dollars So that for these two forts alone Congress 
had appropriated one million and fifteen thousand dollars. 

Mr. U. said he had long known that this was a seaboard and 
salt water Geveroment, and in reference to works of this kind it 
was allright. He didnot complain of the sun.s appropriated, 
but wished to know whether the Commitiee of Ways and 
Meang had instituted any investigation as to the manner in 
which the money had been applied. These sums were al! 
stated to have been “for repairs; what the original cost of the 
forts had been he could not discover. Possibly all the informa- 
tien lay in the documents, and it might be the fault of his own 
indolence that he had to make the present inquiry. 

Mr. SHEPPERD took it for granted that all the objects 
named in the bill were of importance, though not of equal im- 
portance, to the defence and protection of the country. And if 
we had now an overflowing Treasury as in 1835, he should offer 
no opposition to the bill; but as such was not the case, he wished 
to put an inquiry or two to the honcrable chairmau of the com- 
mittee who had reported the bill. 

Mr. 8. here stated the amount of unexpended appropria- 
tions from last Congress for Forts Independence and Warren; 
and was understood by the Reporter to express some surprise 
that, with so large an amount of unexpended appropriation on 
hand, so large sums as those in the bill should still be aeked 
for. It wasa dictate of common sense and of experience that 
giving for any work more than coull properly be expended 
within the time allowed was the way to have lavish expendi- 
tures of the public money. He wanted to know on what data 
ii was that the committee arrived at the conclusion that so 
larg an amonntas that they had reported could be prudently 
and wisely expended? Had they taken the mere estimates of 
the Department as inthemselves sufficient proof of this? Or 
had they satisfied themselves that the money asked for was not 
more than could, with proper economy, be applied to the pub- 
lic service within the year? He alluded to a remark heretofore 
made by Mr. Dawson, thatthere seemed to be a want of ays- 
tem in our appropriations foi fortifications. He wanted to 
know how much money, formerly appropriated, the Depart. 
ment had within its reach at the time it presented estimates for 
new appropriations? And whether the sums asked for could be 
economically applied during ihe pre ent season? 

Mr. PARMENTER went into a speech explanatory of the 
s'tuation of the fortsin Boston harbor, and on the obvious im- 
portanee of protecting the port of Hoston and the valuable 
navy yard at Charlestown. Fort Independence had been erect- 
ed ov the sire of oll Castle Williem—a comparatively small 
work and of litte force; ithad been great'y enlarged. and con- 
nected with two water-baiteries upon Governoi’s Island, 
which, together. defended the inner harbor. Fort Warren 
stood on George's Island, atthe narrows, and protected the out- 
ward harbor and roadst ad. He referred to estimates of Mr. 
Totten, the engineer, and explained why large sums were asked 
for, viz: the shortress of the season during which labor could 
be done in that climate, and the necessity of embracing that 
seas »n by the employment of as large 9 force as could work to 
advantage on the fortifications, He then briefly adverted to 
the present condition of the country as a reason why the de- 
fence of this harbor should be completed with as much rapidi- 
ty as possible. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD explained. He had not referred to the 
forts in Boston harbor as expressive of the least doubt as tp 
the importance of is defence, but only in order to discover what 
check there was upen the expenditure of the moneys given by 
Congress. 

Mr. FILLMORE, in responding to the inquiriesof Mr. Un- 
pERWwoOOD, referred him to the rule appointing committees of 
the House to look into the expendiiures of the various de- 
partments of Government, and among the rest, of the War 
Department. He read the names of the members of that 
committee, and passed a significant compliment on the as- 
tuteness and vigilance of the gentleman at th: head of it, 
(Mr. McKay.] As the Commitee of Ways and Means, 
took it for granted this committee would do their duty; it had 
not gone into any such inquiry as the gentleman had asked 
about. 

In reply to the queries of Mr Sarpperp, he refeired him to 
the report of the Secretary of War in reply to an inquiry by 
the committee as to the very point concerning which that gen- 
tleman had put his query. The Secretary had enclosed a re- 
port from the Chief Engineer, in which it had been stated that 
the appropriations of Congress in 1840 had been made very 
late in the season, and had, moreover, been in ashort time sus- 
pended by President Van Buren under the discretion conferred 
on him for that purpose: in consequence, but little had been 
done during the remainder of that year. In 1841 the appropri- 
ations had been reduced; and of the joint appropriations of 
thosetwo years much had since been expended, the reports of 
which had net been returned to the Department. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD repeated his statement as to the 
amounts which had been appropriated for the the two works in 
Boston harbor in 1840 and 1841, and inquired whether a large 
portion of that money was not still in the hands ofthe Depart- 
ment? 

Mr. FILLMORE replied that it was impossible for a commit- 
tee sitting within the walla of this Capitol to judge how much 
money could properly he expended on each of the fortifications 
of thecountry. If gentlemen had no confidence in the officers of 
the Government, whose duty it was to be conversant with such 
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matters, they had better adjourn the House, and go and e 

mine for themselves. The officers of the Engineer Deparime., 
had asked for these sums, and had stated that they were needed, 
and could be applied in the rapid repair of the public defences. 
Did gentlemen ask for more? 

Mr. RENCHER said he had been one of those me 
the Committee of Ways and means who doubted the expediene 
of appropriating any more for these works at present, believin. 
that the unexpended appropriations of former years would ‘8 
sufficient. The appropriations for fortifications averaged $762 . 
000a year. Mr. R. stated the balance of unexpended appro. 
priations to be $784,000, and added it to what was in the bill, ar 
guing that the amount was larger than could be properiy ex. 
pended thissummer. He went on the assumpuon that the gp. 
propriations for 1842 would be made before midsummer. Ho 
should be in favor of striking out the whole of the appropria. 
tiens nthe bill which were to be applied to furtificatiuns. 1, 
o} jected to the general policy of leaving large sums apm opria. 
ted and not applied, and which the President had the power ¢ 
transferring at pleasure. 

Mr. MALLORY defended the bill> denying that there was 
any wantof system in the appropriations for the tortifications 
They had all been classified by an able board of engineers, ang 
the present bill was chiefly to turiher such of those works as had 
been placed by that board in the first class, as being of the most 
urgent importance. He replied to the argument of Mr. Wisg 
on a former day, who had considered appropriating for foris gs 
inconsistent with a due suppertof the navy. Mr. M. denied 
that the navy, or floating baueries either, were a substitute for 
fortifications. They did not interfere with each other, but co. 
operated in the,geueral purpose of defence, and were equal 
necessary for that end. He made some remarks in reply to Mr, 
Rencuenr, aid referred to documents to show that, so far from 
implicitly relying on the estimates of the Department, and giy. 
ing whatever they chose to ask for, Congress had refuced and 
had cut down their estimatesin the most niggardly wanner 
and hence the existing state of our works of defence. P 

Mr. M. explained the waste as well as delay which were ne. 
cessarily produced by inadequate wppropriations. They lefi a 
gap in the year, often during the very season when most work 
could be done, and left the officers charged with the superin. 
tendence in a state of suspense and perplexity, not knowing 
what they were to calculate upon. Whence came all this Op. 
position to the preseit bill? From the “old North State;” a Sia‘e 
which was safe, by nature, from the access of a maritime {oe 
Wasit generous in gentlemen so situated to refuse defence to 
those who were entirely exposed, and without any defence? Ag 
to the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. UnpERWoop.] all the 
House could witness that he had been perfectly rabid on the 
subject of appropriations ever since Green river, In which the 
gentleman seemed to claim a sort of property, had been passed 
over by the Committee on Internal Improvemenis. Because 
his own district had been refused her slice of the loaf, the gen. 
tleman went against the whole. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said the gentleman was mistaken, 

Mr. MALLORY was glad to hear it. He hoped the gentle 
man would shew his faith by his works. : 

Mr. DAWSON playfully observed that he had no notion the 
gentleman from Virginia |Mr. MALLORY] should leave his own 
seat and come ever to that side of the House to help the Com. 
mittee of Ways and Means to get along with their bill He 
found that whenever any thing was said, whether in relation to 
the navy orto fortificatious, which hadany squinting toward the 
vicinity of Gesport or of Old Point Comfort, the gentleman 
mani:ested very lively anxiety. [A laugh.) But no sooner were 
the ways and means asked for to meet the general wants of the 
country than there was an in:mediate change; then there was a 
great falling back, and the werd of command was, “ (o the rear, 
march!” (Laughter. ] 

Mr. D. had spokeu with entire sincerity in what he had said 
about a want of system in conducting our works of defence, anit 
still insisted that appropriations for them ought to be made with 
the greatest care and circumspection. He advericd to the dila- 
pidation of our fortresses as arising from the neglect of the Go 
vernment in not providing even a sufficient guard te take care 
of them, or prevent the first steps in their decay. Mr. D 
hoped the genuemay fr m Virginia (Mr. Matiory] might sue. 
ceed in getting all his favorite measures through—his steam 
frigates, his home squadron, and his $115,000 for Fert Mon- 
roe—and then he hoped to find the gentleman’s name among 
the yeas when it came to appropriate for the wants of the coun- 


mbers of 


Te 


try. 

“Mr. SALTONSTALL thought the gentleman from Kentue- 
ky. (Mr. UnpERWoop,}in making up his formidable statemen: 
about the forts in Bosion harbor, had consulted the estimates of 
the engineers rather than the appropriations of Congress. Those 
works were under the superintendence of Col. Thayer, whose 
character was a sufficient guarantee that nothing wrong would 
be done in the use of the funds entrustedto him. So far from 
Congress being forward to appropriate whatever was asked of 
them, when Col. Thayer had asked for $100,000, and had mace 
a journey allthe way from Boston, had had a personal inter: 
view with the committee, and had made the fullest explanation 
to them, the House had appropriated only $40,000. 

Mr. &. dweit npon the defenceless condition of the city oi 
Boston, and the United States navy yard there, and explained 
the reason why large sums were needed for the erection of new 
fortresses on the islands and bay. He went into statements 
showing how much of the former appropriations remained, 
and were now available, and insisted on the pledge which the 
House and the nation had, in the high character of the officers 
who directed the work, that it would be prosecuted with vigor, 
and with all proper regard to economy, and would be completed 
in the shortest practicable period. 

Mr. ALFORD moved that the committee rise, and report the 
bill to the House. 

He thought the whole ofthat part of the bill which related to 
fortifications was likely to fail, but there was an appropriation, 
in the closing clause, for the militiaof Georgia, which he was 
anxious should pass. Ie regretted that the two subjects had 
been mixed up in one bill; one of them related to a question of 
right, the other only to a question of policy. : 

He withdrew his motion for the rising of the committee, but 
gave notice that he should move to strike out all that portion 
of the bill which related to fortifications. 3 

Mr. McKAY complained of what Mr. Frntmors had said 
about the Committee on the Expenditures in the War Depart 
ment, as not being quite fair, when that gentleman knew that 
all the committees but one or two were prohibited by the laie 
rule from taking any action atall, Committeeson expenditure 
had heretofore, aud with great propriety, been so constituted 
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gs to have a majority of members of the Opposition, because 
they would be most likely to keep a watchful eye un the expen- 
giwures of the party in power, but, at the present session, that 
ancientand salutary rule had been departed from. 

Mr. McK. then went into a calculation to show that there 

waeno need of appropriating the sums in the bill, which, ad- 
ded ty the arrears of appropriations, would form an aggregate 
far greater than could be needed. He replied to the remarks 
which had been made as to the reduction of appropriations by 
the late Administration: and referring to a report of the Se 
cretary of War, insisted that it contained a clear, direct, palpa- 
ble, and severe imputation onthe two Houses of Congress for 
their conduct in deferring their appropriation bills to so late a 
period in theirsessions. If Congress needed reform in this re« 
spect, gentlemen had the majority, let them reformit. But if 
the late period of the appropriation bills were a good reason 
jor asking now & largeramouat for public works, it would be so 
after each long session In future, and so an extra session of 
Congress would be needed every two years! Mr. McK. agreed 
with Mr. Dawson in the opinion that there was a great want of 
system in appropriating for fortifications, and said it was the 
duty of Congress not only to make appropriations, but to pro- 
vide the means to make them: the Board of Engineers had laid 
down an admirable system; the error Jay in departing from it, 
as was done in this bill. Mr. McK. thought much evil arose 
from the attempt lo carry of 80 many Works at the same time; 
some of them must be placed under officers of inferior qualifica- 
tions. 
Mr. McK. referred to the President’s meszagelas holding out 
the prospect that the peace ofthe country would be preserved: 
he should vote on that assumption, unless the President should 
make a contrary announcement to the country. There had 
been a war panic gotten up every two or three years, and then 
large sums were voted for military works: and no one declaimed 
more against such panics than had the present Secretary of 
War when a member of that House. (Here Mr. McK. quoted 
aspeech of Mr. Bell.) Here Mr. Secretary spoke of “a race 
between apprepriations and disbursements:’? but what was the 
case now? Had not estimates been thrown into the House for 
large sums, purposely to swell the deficit for which a loan wes 
tobe taken? The object was plain and palpable, and why 
would gentlemen go into appropriations at this moment, which 
ouzht to be deferred till the regular session? 

Mr. MASON, alluding to a remark of Mr. McKay that it 
was the duty of Congress not only to make appropriations, but 
to provide the means to meet them, said that that was precise- 
ly the position now occupied by the party in power; they had 
come together to make appropriations for the reliefof the caun- 
try, and to provide the means to meetthem. Mr. M. reminded 
him of the course of the late party when in power; of the man. 
mer in which they had cutdown the estimates of the Deypart- 
meats for works of defence the most important and the most 
needed. First, they had been reduced by the profound Mr. 
Woodbury; then they had been further reduced by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means; and then still further by the majo- 
rity of the House, unul our national defences were abandoned 
and suffered to fali into dilapidation and ruin. The money 
now asked for was to remedy theneglect of the late Adminis- 
tration; larger sums were needed than would otherwise have 
been asked for, and now those who had created the necessity 
cried vut against iis consequences. They had spent millions in 
erecting forts, and then levthem falldown for want of soldiers 
to look after them. 

Mr. M. warmly defended the Secretary of War from the 
charge of having cast imputations upon Congress in a commu- 
nicauuoa to Congress. Did the gentleman forget the communi- 
cations from his own favarite Executives, charging Congress, 
over and over, with bribery and corruption? 

Mr. M. referred tothe existing condition of out foreign rela- 
tions, and urged this as a reason which rendered it proper in 
the Secretary of War to remind Co gress of the difficulty grow- 
ing out of the late season at which appropriation bills were 
passed. He made some very severe remarks on the conduct of 
a party which could labor so zealously in Congress to place 
their own Government wrong in the presence of a powerful ad- 
versary. He said it reminded him of the biue-light signals 
which were said to have appeared onthe hills near the coastof a 
certain partof our country during the last war. When we 
were pressed with important difficulties witha great foreign 
power, patriots would not be found squabbiing about eve: 
conceivable point of domestic policy, and throwing impedi- 
ments in tue way of every provision for defence. It was not pa- 
triosm which sought to involve our own Government still 
more in dealing with great questions of foreign aggression, and 
to render a settlement of those quest onsstill more difficult. He 
remembered a certain war report which closed the career of 
the late Admivistration, and by what vote and by whose vote it 
had been adopted—a report which caused the Mediterranean 
squadron, at the advice of our Minister resident in London, to 
rewurn home. No doubtthe patriotic motive must have been 
to aid theincoming Administration in settling our difficulties 
with Great Britain. De hadseea the slumbering patriotisin of 
the party—a patrietism which had taken a sound nap of three 
years’ duration—suddenly awake and work itself into the most 
Intense fury. Where had. been their patriotism in 1837? 
Where? Did gentlemen think to paim off their affectation 
of patriotic rage upon the keen-eyed people of America for 

enuine love of country? Where were their war horses in 

cLeod’s case, when they injury occurred?) They had never 
mounted one of them. No; they had been as dumb as Ba- 
laam’sass. Yes, and more ao, for the ass did rebuke his rider, 
(!mmense laughter.) But now—oh yes—they were in a rage 
which threatened the doom ofthe hali. They could scarcely 
wait a decent time till Harrison's funeral obsequies had passed, 
before they raised a flame through the country, because he had 
vot settled our whole difficulty in three weeks; and they be- 
gan to point the finger, and cry, “See the British Whig submis- 
sion! 

When the Whigs brought them a bill for the defence of the 
country, and to put it in a respectable posture while conduct- 
ing the negotiation, their reply was “no; wecan’t appropriate; 
wait till next session.” And when the Executive asked for mo- 
ney for such a purpose, even his professed political friends 
could tura about and refuse, lest, perchance, ali the money 
might not be expended when Congress metin the fali! Mr. M. 
was for placing the Administration in the attitude it desired and 
asked for, an | then holding itto the strictest responsibility. But 
if this were refused, huw could the Government be niade an- 
swerable to the people? “Ah, but the money was not needed.” 
How did gentlemen know that? Did not the engineers and offi- 
cers of Government know as well as the members of that House 








how much money was necded, and how it could be applied to 
the public service? Mr. M. remarked on the effects of putting 
otfappropriation bills toso jatea period in the session, that half 
the season was lost. While the appropriation of the preceding 
session had ruy out, and the public business was going into con- 
fusion, gentiemen wanted new toput offthe revenue bill, just as 
they would this fortification bill, and then turn reund and hold 
the Administration responsible for all that might happen under 
such a state of things. Bui Mr. M. was pot so to be inanaged 
He would vote the money needed tor the exigency in our pub- 
lic etluirs, and was not afraid to meet his constituents on that 
vole. 

Mr. McKAY here explained, and referred to the President as 
his authority that there was to be no war, 

Mr. MASON said this was all mockery. The gentleman 
hnew the state of the country on the Briush questions as weil 
as any man; and he might shut his eyes, and when evil came 
say, “I did not see it; the President told us there would be no 
war.” 

Mr. M adverted to arecent legal decision in the State of New 
York in the case of McLeod, an. said gentlemen were welcome 
to dole outextracts from the opinions of judges in this House, 
and to makeallthey could out of them; but they had much het 
ter Nut their country in a posture of defence. 

Mr. M. concluded by defending the Committee of Ways 
and Means, of which le was a member, from any design to 
carry the fortification part of the bill by ineluding the Georgia 
claims. Nosuch idea had been broached or thought of in the 
commit'ee. 

Mr. ALFORD disclaimed any such charge, and repeated what 
he had before remarked in relation to the different character of 
the two provisions; one be'ngt> discharge a debt, the other to 
carry out a particular course of policy respecung which there 
might be honest differences of opinion 

Mr. TILLINGHAST exrressedt lis surprise that the gentle 
man from Norh Cavolina{Mr. McKay] should have charged 
the Secretary of War with making a palpabie imputation upon 
both Houses o! Congress in his remarks upon thee nsequerces 
of late appropriations. He knew that officer to be incapable of 
making au Official communication to such a legisiauve body 
containing insulting imputations on their conduct;"and he de- 
nied that he had done so. Tf any reflection had been cast upon 
Congress, it had been by the gentieman from North Carolina 
himself, who applied the language to the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. T. here went into an explanation showing the necessity 
ofa sum sufficient to carry on the public works until the next 
appropriation bill should pass, and siated it to be the duty ofthe 
Secretary, when looking at the urgency of the public wants, tu 
remind Congress of that fact, and of the great embarrassments 
often growing outof the insufficiency of the appropriation made 
to extend to the next bill, The fact nonecould deny. The Se- 
cretary had simply stated a truth having a direct bearing on the 
actiou of Congress. ‘To do this involved not the slighiest impu- 
tation on the Leztslatre. 

Mr. T. then reverted to the appropritions made at the last 
session, and the manner in which they had been ieduced by a 
sort of horizontal eut which passed through them all, reducing 
them to almsostnothing. Jt was this operation which had pa- 
ralyzed the progiess of every public work of defence, and in 
duced the necessity of the sum proposed in the presen: bill. The 
reduction had had no respect to the siate or progress of the 
works themselves, but simply to the convenience of tie Trea- 
sury: ithad been, in fact, founded on the idea that this country 
was not ableto provide the means of its own defence. Mr. T. 









here went into details tu show that what had then been cut off 


was added in the present bili. Aud then he proceeded to re- 
mark on the necessity of putting trust in the official reports and 
estimates of the officers of Government; the impossibility ef 
members acting from their own pre rsonal investigauions, and the 
utter uselcesness ofthe Departments if noconfidence could be 
reposed in any thing they stated to Congress. Nor could Mr. 
T. conceive whai gentlemen c uld now discover in the horizon 
of the world to warrant the idea that this money was less need- 
ed at this moment than in former years; if there was such a 
speck visible to other eyes, he should be glad to have it poinied 
out 

Mr. RHETT said that he had not risen to discuss the dita !s 
of the bill, but to make a few remarks upon ceriain positions 
which had been assumed py the gentleman from Rhode Island 
(Mr. TittineHast, } and the geatleman from Ohio[Mr Mason. } 
He understood those gentlemen to affirm that, wheu the tleads 
of Department required appropriations rom Congress to carry 
on the purposes of Government, those appropriations ought 
to be gramted, otherwise the responsibility which the Constiiu- 
tion designed to attach to ‘them would not exist; therefore they 
ought not to be held responsible for the defence of the country, 
unless we voied the appropriations they required for that de- 
fence. Mr. R. begged to know whether he had correctly un- 
derstood the position the gentlemen had assumed? 

(Here Mr. TILLINGHAST and Mr. MASON severally ex- 
plained. } 

Mr. R. proceeded. He was glad the gentlemen had qualified 
their remarks; but he was weil assured, if the Reporters had 
correctly reported the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Mason] in 
his former remarks, that he would be reported to have said 
what he (Mr. Ruetr) had imputed to him. Mr. R. denied that 
the ITeads of Department are responsible either for the appro- 
priations here made, or for the cefence of the country. Con- 
gress alone, was responsibie; for Congress, alone, could vote for 
the impositisn of taxes; and the Heads of Department, in their 
communications, were merely aivisory, and, like the speeches 
of members of Congress, might be worth something, or worth 
nothing, according to the estimation in which they were 
held. The people here, in this Hall, 1ule themselves by’their 
Representatives, and were not ruled by the Heads of Depart- 
nent; nor were the Heads of Depariment responsible for any 
improper legislation here. He would be glad if he were never to 
hear the name of ao Executive officer in this House; and after 
the declamations which he had heard here in former times 
from the party now in power, he had hoped that Ex. cutive m- 
fluence and Executive opinions would scarcely ever be heard 
again in our debates. Boutin this, as in many other things, he 
had been disappointed. He had heard with inierest, the appeal 
ofthe gentleman from Ohio to the patriotic feelings and princi- 
ples of the members on that floor, to vote appropriations from 
the present it on of the country, anc the aspect of itsaffsirs. 
Hie was glad, always, to hear such sentiments uttered; but he 
would rather, on this occasion, that they had heen uttered by 
another than by a gentleman who, but last week, voted out o1 
the Treasury from three to five millions of dollars, to be given 
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to the States, and now called loudly for appropriations for the 
defence ot the country. Ifthe couatry was iv danger, then he 
(Mr. R.) would ask, how dared we wo give away money out of 
the Treasury? Was it guod policy, or good sense, at such a 
juncture, to give away the money out ot the Treasury, and then 
turn round, under acry of danger, and lay taxes on the people 
toreplace U? Would the people be able to uaderstand or justi. 
fy such a course of tegisiauon? Could the eentleman himself 
defead is? Te must, therefore, conclude that the gentleman 
either must be inconsistent in his patriotism and his legislation, 
orhe could not believe in the danger which he supposed to 
exist?) His allusions were not to be mistaken; and he (Mr. R.) 
agreed with him, that every member on that floor, independent 
of Executive dictation, or of official opinions, muet vote for 
appropriations accurding to his view of the positiou and danger 
of the country. 

Mr. R. would express no opinion upon the difficelty be- 
iween this country and Great Britain, 16 reference to Alexander 
McLeod. That subject was in agitation elsewhere, and he 
would wish the handsof the Ex: cutive to be free in carrying 
out their own policy. Butit was obvious, from the position 
assumed by the Secretary of Sate, in his iate correspondence 
with the British Minister, that. should McLeod be surrendered, 
the difficully was not obviated. It was clear (hat redress, and 
ainple redress, must be given by the British Government, or 
our honor be tarmistied. Mr. R. said that when the emergency 
occurred, when the character, the indedendence, and the honec 
of the American people were put in haz ird, he would not etay 
to inquire who wae right or wreng, or whether the position 
taken by this Adminisiration was exacdy that which it ought 
tobe. With his vote the Government should not be diegraced. 
Her honor should be maintained, And Jet it cost what it might, 
foreign nations mustbe taught torespectus. The gentleman 
from Ohio had intimated that the former Administration had 
been dormant with regard to this outrage upon American 
rights; that its friends were formerly as dumb as Balaam's ase; 
but that now they were loud in their declamations for redress, 
He (Mr R.) though’ the gentleman had done the late Adminia- 
tretion injustice. In his opinion, our foreign relations, during 
that Administration, were never managed with more dignity 
andskill. This commitiee would recollect the message of a 
former President upon the Maine Boundary Question, when 
every pajriotic bosom in that Uallswelled with emotion at the 
lofty tone it had assumed. Congress met his recommendation 
by placing millions at his disposal, and the trust confided to 
him was properly administered. The difficul'y tn relation to 
McLeod, the gentleman siould recollect, originated, properly 
speaking, with this Administration, aod tho former one had 
scarcely any thing to do with it 

The British Minister intimated for the first time to ‘he for 
mer Administration, but a few weeks before it went out of 
power, that MeLeed had acted under British anthoritv. Our 
Government questioned the propriety of ihe British Minister's 
demand, upon the ground that, In thetr correspondence with the 
British Government, ithad not hitherto assured that posiuo., 
and, therefore, before 1 took Ceciutve steps, re quired to be 
more distinctly informed upon that point. The demand—the 
wremptory demand made by the British Minister for the re- 
ease of McLeod—was afier Le received renewed instructions 
from the Briush Government, in consequence of the cerrerpon- 
dence withthe former Administration, and was made upon 
President Harrison a few daysatter coming iite power, This 
might be said to have been the beginning of the McLeod affair. 
Before that, there was nothing hosule or very serious in its ae- 
pect; but now, by the positions which each Government had 
assumed, and the tone of the subsequent correspondence, there 
was no question but what ene nation or the other would be 
compelled to recede, or war was the ilternative. As he (Mr. 
R )had bad no influence on the quesion heretotore, he in- 
tended to have none in the future; but he trusted (although he 
might be supposed to be opp wed to the present Administra. 
tion) he would maintain itin the highest and firmest attitude it 
might assume in protecting the honer and the rights of the 
country. If theemergency should arise which the genUeman 
from Ohio seemed so strongly to allude to, he (Mr. R ) trusted 
that the patriotism of thecountry, which the gentleman so em- 
phatically invoked upon this bil, would rise to meet it, and he, 
(Mr. R.) forone, wou'ld give his support (o thiser any other Ad. 
ministration tn its efforts to maintain the rights and honer of 
he American people. 

Mr. EVERETT rose and said he desired to occupy the atten- 
tion of the committee only for a few minutes 
But, in obedience to a very general call that the committes 
rise, Mr Li. yielded the floor for that motion; which prevail- 
ing— 

The committee rose, reported progress, and obtained leave to 
sit again. 

And the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
mipay, July 16 1841. 

Memorials from citizens of New York, and the 
State of Maine, were presented in favor of a bank- 
ropt law. 

Also, resolutions remonstra‘ing against the ex- 
tension of the pert of New Orleans. 

The resolation submitted by Mr. Bocranan, 
calling for the names of all persons removed from 
Office since the 4:h of March, 1841; the amendment 
of Mr. Maxaom pending, calling for the names of 
all persons remo: ed since the 4th of March, 1829, 
io the 4th of March, 1841, came up in its order ; 
when 

Mr. BENTON expressed a wish that it might lie 
over until Monday, as he had a few observations to 
make on the subject, that vould not occupy more 
than from a.qnarier to half an hour. 

The following re-o'ution, offered by Mr. Woop- 
BURY some ‘nys since, was taken up: 


Resolved, That the Secretary ofthe Treasury be requested to 
furnish the Bcnate with acopy «i any suthori:y he may hase 
received from the President of the United Siater, tince the 7d 
day of March last, to advance money to collectors, or any dis 
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bursing agents, under which he has made advances since the 3d 
day of March last, out of any of the new appropriations passed 
at the lasi session of Congress. Alesse, that he state the amount 
of advances nade out of the Treasury eince the 3d day of March 
last, whether with o1 without such authority. 

r. EVANS offered the following amendment: 

“And if advances have been made since the 3d of March last, 
without authority from the President, that he inform the Fenate 
on what authority, or rule or practice of the Department, such 
advances have beet: mace.” 

The resolution and amendment 
adopted. 

The resolution submitied by Mr. Benron some 
days since, calling on the President for the reasons 
for the removal of ceriain eflicers, and specifying 
those officers by name, was taken up. 

Mr. BENTON said the resolution has been sub- 
mitted in consequence of a remark made by the 
Senator from Norzih Carolina, [Mr. Mancum,] that 
if the informaticn was asked for, it would be given. 
He (Mr. B.) did not hold that the President was 
bound to auswer it. It was submitted solely on 
the ground of what had falien from the Senator 
from North Carolina. 

Mr. MANGUM was gladof an opportunity of 
correctiug an error into which the Senator from 
Missouri bad no doubt unintentionally fallen. 
What he (Mr. M.) did say, on another occasion, 
when the resolution of the Senator from Pennsy!- 
vania [Mr. Bucnanan] Was first introduced, was 
that the information, when given, he had no donbt 
would be such as would enable the Adwministra- 
tion to stand justified before the country. 

Mr. BEN'TON said the answer was conclusive; 
he should not press the resclutioa. 

Mr. ALLEN said he rove for the purpose of 
making an inquiry of the Commitiee on Foreign 
Relations, but be did not see the chairman of the 
committee present. It was well known that, on 
the question thatso much of the Presideni’s mes- 
sage as rciated to foreisn affairs be referred to the 
commitice ou that subject, an incidental disenssion 
had arisen on the McLeod affair as connected with 
the Caroline. His purpose was to ascertain whe- 
ther ithe committee wonld repori—he did not de- 
sire to know what, but whether they would report 
aby thing. 

Mr, TALLMADGE said he was not prepared 
toanswer. The chairman of the committee (Mr. 
Rives) would be back in a few days, whea the in- 
terrogatory might be responded to. 

Mr. CLAY asked the indulgence of the Sz- 
nate to take up the loan bill. He felt persuaded 
thal geniiemen on the other sice bad no disposition 
to throw imped:ments or embarrassmenis in the 
way of the ‘freasury; and after what he had stated 
yesterday in relation to its condition, he f lt con- 
vinced they wouid see the necessity of some prompt 
action cn the bill. Indeed, if it were not passed oa 
at once, there would be no telling whai the conse- 
quence might be. He would call their attention to 
the Treasury no’e bil's, which had been passed ge- 
nerally on the same day they were receive’, or at 
most in noi more than a day afer. The bi!l be- 
fore them was the same in effect, simply changing 
the moce of effecting the same object. He sub- 
mitted, therefore, !o the candor and liberality of 
gentlemen on the other side whether it would not 
be better to let the bill befere them pass and relieve 
the Treasury, and reserve their opposition unti! 
the duty biil came up, or land bill, when they 
would have ample opportunity to offer their 
views. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he did not know what the 
feelings on his side of the House might be; he 
would, however, speak for himself. He con- 
sidered it the commencement of a system of 
a funded debt—a system so odious to his 
views that he should feel it his duty to 
oppose it as manfully and erergetically as any 
of the other measares that had been brought for- 
ward during this extra session. He trusied they 
might be permitied to go on and finish one thing at 
atime. The Bunk bill was before them; they 
were prepared for that, and he did not wish to 
break she chain by commencing the discussion of 
another subject. There were very few measures 
to be brought forward at this session ef more im- 
portance, and calling tor more discussion and op- 

ition, than this proposition. If it is brought up 
in this hasty manner, he must regard it as the most 


were then 
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dangerous of a'l the Senator’s measures, and he 
should, therefore, oppose it with allhs might. He 
did hope the Senator would see the impropriety of 
this proceeding, and allow the Bank bili to go cn, 
that the amendments might be completed this 
week, and the vote taken on Monday. What rea- 
son could there be so urgent that this loan bill 
might not be laid over ull then? 

Mr. CLAY. For no other reason, sir, but that 
if we don’t the wheels of Government must stop. 
I tell you, sir, we must pass this bill, and that this 
week. 

Mr. WRIGHT was willing to extend to the 
majority the same aid as had been given by them 
to his friends whenin power, for supplying the 
wants of Government, by the Treasury note bills. 
But he contended that this bill was not of the same 
characiei—not to supply the temporary wants of 
Governmeut, but to furnish means which would 
render it possible to dispose of one entire branch of 
the public revenue. In thatsease, and that alone, 
he shoul’ oppose the bill. It would be desirabie 
to get through with the bill under consideration 
belure another was taken up, which it appeared 
to him naight be done, and the loan bill postponed 
three or four days, considering the amount stated 
by the Senator to be in the Treasury, and the ac 
cruing reveiue. 

Mr. CLAY said the spirit of the Senator was 
creditable to him, and similar to that by which he 
was usvally actuated. But he was incorrect in his 
arsertion, and the des‘gn of this bill was not to 
provide for the distribution of the proceeds of the 
lands, Ifthe land bill was passed, it would not 
take effect iili next year, and with the money de- 
rived from the lands, this bill was still necessary. 
It was the duty bill which Serators could eppose 
on this ground, and not the loan bill. 

He reierred to the length of time consumed seve- 
rally in the passage of the various Treasury note 
bills, from 1838 to 1841, none of which exceeded 
one day afler their report from the committeee to 
the Sena'e, ant most of which were passed the 
same day. Tose effect of this bill was precisely 
the same, to supply the wants of the Treasury, and 
he bad thought that Senators would waive any ob- 
jection to this bill, and reserve them for the duty or 
land bills. 

Mr. CALHOUN sail there was a great diffe- 
rence between a Treasury note bill for a tempo- 
rary ‘oan in anticipation of the current revenue 
for the discharge of obligations due, and a loan 
bill to fand a aebt for a period of years, and not 
based upon current revenue or liabilities due. 
There was a great difference between a temporary 
loan, based upon Treasury notes, for four or five 
millions, redeemable at pleasure, and a permanent 
devt of twelve millions, Great promises of ¢co- 
nomy and retrenchment had been made. Ata 
a tim: that they are called for, is this the way to 
effect the object? Can economy and retrenchment 
be effecied by borrowiag twelve millions Because 
four or five may be wanted? Which is retrench- 
ment or economy more likely to be effected by; 
having nothing to spare in the Treasury or by 
having a supply mere than required and bor- 
rowed asa permanent debt, at the rate of five mil- 
lions annually? 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said the position of the 
Senator from South Carolina was most extraordi- 
nary. The chairman of the Committee on Fi- 
nance bad told them that, from information re- 
ceived at the ‘Treasury, they had not more than a 
fortnigh’s funds, and yet the gentleman opposed 
the consideration of it. Why was it? Was not 
the Senator prepared to discuss it, from want of 
information on it? No; he was ab'e at all times to 
express his opinion on these subjects and give the 
reasons. 

Mr, ALLEN, in reference to the proposition to 
make a speedy disposition of this loan bill, said it 
was generally on gaestions of the most objectiona- 
ble kind that the other side urged the necessity of 
haste and the postponement of debate. To obtain 
money by loan is always an effort speedily made, 
and speedily accomplished; and when that loan is 
intenced io be twelve millions, based on taxation, 
the effort for speedy action must be great in pro- 
portion to the magnitude and difficulty of the ob- 






ject. Every one is aware that the taxing power of 
Government is the greatest power ithas. But itis 
no! a power that is popular, if direc:ly applied 

Tae Government therefore is now. in favor of 
loan bilis, because such an indirect mode ef taxa. 
tion is less odious than any other. Now, if that 
was the avowed reason for this bil!, and it Was 
limited to the immediate exigencies of the Treasury 
very probably it would meet no opposition. Bat 
what is the realcharacter of the measure? It is not 
pretended that twelve millions are wanted for the 
immedia'e exigencies «f the Treasury, or that a 
portion—for that required by the Treasury can be 
but small—is wanted for national defence. It js 
nct alone for exigencies growing out of appropria- 
tions already made, bat for a fund vpon which ap: 
propriations to be made for any purpose may be 
based. Once the fund is provided, all kinds ot ap: 
propriations which it can cover, are to made arc. 
cording to the whim of any member of the Admi- 
nistration. This will be done under the piausible 
pretence that it is for the welfare of the country; 
but in reality itis fora very different purpose, 
He would read the bill itself. [Here Mr. Attew 
was proceeding to read the bill, when,] 

Mr. BAYARD rose to a question ot order. He 
said cn the motion before the Senats it was not 
in order for the Senator to go into the merits of 
the measure. 

The CHAIR said the question before the Senate 
was, whether the regular business, under the rule, 
which would be the unfinished business, should be 
postponed, for the purpose of allowing the loan bil! 
to be taken up. 

Mr. ALLEN contended that ke had a right to 
reply to the arguments urged for taking up the bill, 
with a view of showing that those arguments were 
not tenable, and that the reguiar business ought 
not to be postponed to give it precedence. If it 
was in order for the Senator from Kentucky to 
make his arguments in favor of his motion, it was 
equally in order to answer those arguments. Mr, 
ALLEN then proceeded, without further objection, 
to show that the manifest object of the bill was to 
obtain an additional controlling power for party 
purposes. 

Mr. CLAY said that without wasting more time 
he would move to postpone the order of the day, 
and take up the loan bill and would cali for the 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. KING said that feeling always disposed to 
acton the prine:pie that the real exigencies of Go- 
vernment should be promptly provided for, he 
was disposed to make this proposition to the 
chairman of the Committee on Finanee; that if he 
would restrict his loan bill to the mere amount ne- 
cessary to meet the demands on the Treasury 
above its accuing means for a fixed period within 
the proper contemplation of this session, he would 
undertake to say that none of his friends would 
stand on the mere form by which it was to be done. 
The resposibility of that necessity would of course 
remain with the Administration. He had but one 
view on this subject; and that was the propriety of 
keeping the faith of the Government for obligations 
already incurred; and hecared not, for his own 
part, whether the provision was to be made bya 
joan bill or a Treasury note bill, so as the amount 
was confined to the exigencies of the Treasury 
alone. He would give his most strenuous oppesi- 
tion to any measure calculated to raise taxation, 
or to any bill of this kind intended to reach be- 
yond the immediate demands on the Govern- 
ment. If, however, in contemp! of the manites- 
tations already made, and the concessions now 
cffered, the Senator and his friends in the Admini- 
stration were determined to resort to any sysiem 
of taxation, diregtly or indirectly, to carry out their 
measures, they would fiad that their days are nua- 
bered. 

He wonld report his proposition: it was to take 
up the bill with a view of adapting it to the mere 
exigencies of the Treasury, for which purpose he 
would demand that the necessary time will be al- 
lowed for making such amendments as will be ne- 
cessary to confice it to that object. 

Mr. CLAY said the course of the Senator from 
Alabama was frank and Jiberal, and such as he 
should have expected. It had been said on the 
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